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Introduction
T

hat our university started with its education in
the vicinity of the Hagia-Sophia mosque on May 30
1453, the next day following the conquest of Istanbul
by Mehmet the Conqueror, and that it continued
providing education in the Zeyrek Pantokrator Monastry
is a known fact. When our esteemed leader Mustafa
Kemal Atatürk had the Istanbul Darülfünun closed on
August 1, 1933 and when Istanbul University was
founded, the 550-year history of our university was
once more emphasised through the inscription of the
date, over the gate under the name Istanbul University,
as MCDLIII.

We may have some inadequacies in this effort but we
believe that these will be tolerated. Under the guidance
of these thoughts, I would like to state that the founding
date of Istanbul University will be celebrated with
magnificent ceremonies in every 50 years.
With my kind regards,.
Prof. Dr. Kemal Alemdaroðlu
Rector of Istanbul University

The honour done to us by the presence of our president
Mr. Ahmet Necdet Sezer and the participation of Mr.
Süleyman Demirel, our ninth president; Mr. Derviþ
Eroðlu, prime minister of the Turkish Republic of
Northern Cyprus; Prof. Kemal Gürüz, Head of the
Council for Higher Education; and Rectors, Deans and
academicians from distinguished universities in Europe,
America, and Asia, caused our ceremony to be more
powerful and magnificent.
The Opening Activities carried out on May 30-31, 2003
in fact demonstrated how the power of our University
is accepted by the world academic environment, and
our Book Gallery and Art Gallery under the scope of
the Istanbul University Science and Art Centre which
we have opened in the Central building of our University
has once again shown to the valuable academicians
who participated in our meeting, the importance given
by our university to culture and art.
The 550th Anniversary Activities thus started with the
organisation of panels and symposiums titled “The
University in the 21st Century” and “The Byzantine
and Ottoman Cultures.” Our faculties, Higher Education
Schools, and Institutes organised important scientific,
social, cultural and sportive activities in their own
branches for the 550th Anniversary Activities that will
last until December 31, 2003.
The Opening Activities’ being published as a book is
very significant in that it is an entry made in history.
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D

ear Rector, Esteemed academic staff,

Distinguished Guests, Dear students, the future of
Turkey;
I greet you all in this beautiful setting of Istanbul
University which is one of the cornerstones of the
secular, democratic and Modern Republic of Turkey. I
am happy to take part in this meaningful ceremony
held due to the 550th Anniversary of Istanbul University,
and to share your enthusiasm. The academic staff,
students and employees of Istanbul University
experience today a rightful pride. I heartily congratulate
all of you in this your day of pride. Istanbul University
whose history dates back to the conquest of Istanbul
and which has come from the Darülfünun tradition
began with its present name and institutional structure
after the realisation of the university reform carried
out in 1933 and led by Atatürk.
It is an honour to us that this prominent university
with its past of 550 years, takes place among the first
universities of Europe. As expected from it, Istanbul
University, which has progressed rapidly in recent
years, has played a fundamental role together with
other universities in the raising of generations loyal
to the Republic and its values, and in bringing the
Republic to today. Istanbul University which has closely
witnessed the transformations in the world and in
Turkey and which has made undeniable contributions
to the modernisation of Turkey has always retained a
respectable position both in Turkey and abroad. Istanbul
University is an independent centre of science in our
country with its elite academic staff who have grasped
the enlightenment of science, with its scientific research
and studies, its many students and its thousands of
graduates and administrators.
We are happy with Istanbul University’s scientific
studies and research which win for Turkish science a
worldwide respectability. Esteemed guests, from its
proclamation, the Republic of Turkey has cast in its
lot with modernity and has applied with determination
the reforms and structural renovations required by

this choice. Education has been aimed at raising our
young population, the most important mediator in this
process, by taking advantage of contemporary education
opportunities.
The Republic, a lifestyle that is based on the superiority
of the intellect and science and which is open to
innovation, has brought with it modern education
policies that place emphasis on science and which
aims at developing creativity and free thought. One
of the most important achievements of the Republic
is the universities. That the only university of the
country in the foundation period remained behind the
transformations and institutionalisations that
accompanied the Republic made it necessary that a
university reform should be carried out and that the
universities should be made into the pioneering
institutions of the modernisation and enlightenment
process. The university reform was begun through the
foresight and enterprise of sublime Atatürk who wished
the Turkish people to study under the concepts and
values of the modern world. The Darülfünun tradition
left over from the Ottoman Empire became history
with law 2552 which was passed in 1933 and with
Istanbul University, Turkey gained other universities
with modern structures. Today, the university enterprise
which began with the republic continues rapidly and
thousands of young people are being educated in
universities in every corner of the country. The presence
of our universities with a number amounting to 75
enables us to regard the future confidently. Producing
knowledge, presenting the knowledge produced for
the use of all humanity, illuminating society by orienting
it in the light of science and the intellect, contributing
to the development process through scientific research
and studies, producing realistic solutions to the problems
of the country, preparing young generations for the
future, and raising the qualified manpower required
by the country, are among the fundamental duties of
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universities. Besides providing the individual with a
profession, university education gives the individual
a sense of rationalistic, scientific and independent
thought by creating free thought fitting to the
individual’s character. Our universities which have
undertaken such important responsibilities must be
structured as institutions where thoughts are discussed
freely on scientific platforms, and which allow
participation. We must work very hard, and protect
scientific freedom under every condition and
environment in order to place our universities which
are our greatest guarantee in the modernisation
process, among respectable universities in the world.
We can contribute in the development of the country
by developing our universities and enabling them to
obtain a democratic, independent and modern identity,
and by increasing the quality of education by lifting
the obstacles hindering their production of science.
The solution of the current problems of our universities,
especially such as the insufficiency of academic staff
and buildings, the examination system and the
insufficiency in hardware bear great importance with
regard to our future. It is known that higher education
is today in need of restructuring and this thought is
shared both by academic circles and by the public.
The primary aim during the planning of the restructuring
is to lift the obstacles before our higher education
institutions’ development and existence as democratic
and independent institutions. It is necessary that steps
to be taken under this scope should be taken in unison,
that they should be in compliance with the fundamental
characteristics of the Republic, that they should meet
the expectations of society, the youth and the
universities and should be in accordance with the
realities of the country. There must be no doubt that
a process which is not carried out in unison and which
is not discussed by the university council cannot be
successful, and shall cause new problems instead of
finding solution to those present.
Esteemed guests, I wish to emphasise the importance
of taking an interest in the problems of the education
system together with making planned, participatory,
transparent and foresighted policies while seeking
solutions to the problems of the universities. It is a
necessity that the education system should be created
with means and methods aiming at the teaching of
learning. Also, great importance should be placed in
secondary education. The fact that secondary education
plays a fundamental role in the development of the
students, in determining the students’ field of knowledge
and in the choice of universities and professions, should
not be ignored. I wish to emphasise once more the
importance of students of vocational high schools
receiving higher education in their own branches, in
terms of both the protection of the fundamental
characteristics of the Republic, and the need for
professionals. The compulsory basic education should
continue, and efforts on its being extended to 12 years
should be accelerated. The tremendous speed in the
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development of information technology has thrown all
countries into the arena of international technology.
The success of our universities shall help our country
to take her place in the top ranks in the development
race of the modern world. Our universities which our
country regards as the propelling power in its
development efforts carry out successfully their
responsibilities towards our Nation and our state, in
spite of the problems they live through. I appreciate
the determination of our universities in continuing in
unison with the efforts aimed at carrying our country
to the future without making concessions from their
principles and the quality of the education. Great
responsibilities are on our universities, which are one
of the fundamental institutions of our Democratic and
Secular Republic, our scientists and our youth, with
regard to Turkey’s becoming an information society.
Our aim must be to present our youth with a strong
personality and the capability of solving problems, and
give them the accumulation of knowledge and
experience which is valid in any country of the world
and which is necessary for them to live their lives
successfully. In this matter, the greatest task belongs
to our universities and our academic staff. Besides the
duty of introducing our youth to science and enabling
it to obtain professions, the responsibility of educating
the youth to become individuals who are loyal to the
principles and renovations of Atatürk, who love their
Nation and who protect and develop the values of the
Republic, also belongs to our academicians. I do not
doubt that our academicians who, through their
services, have carried to today our universities, which
are one of the greatest achievements of the Republic,
are always selflessly carrying out their duties and
responsibilities of sensing before anyone else the
threats to society and orientating our youth in the
right direction in order to cope with such threats. Dear
youth, I am aware of the fact that our wishes are
different and that our expectations and hopes are
great. Unfortunately the opportunities you are provided
with do not completely meet our expectations. Problems
such as unemployment and the insufficiency in every
individual’s taking equal advantage of education effect
not only you, but are important and primary concerns
for the whole of the country. It is upsetting that many
young people who graduate from university are
unemployed or that such people are sometimes
employed in fields other than their own. As individuals
who were able to take advantage of higher education
you are in a privileged position in our young population.
Do the best whenever you are provided with the
suitable conditions. I have no doubt that you will seek
to be useful to our country and to the whole of humanity.
Your vitality and enthusiasm makes us powerful and
strengthens our hope in attaining a bright future. You
have important responsibilities in overcoming
fundamental matters such as corruption, poverty and
ignorance which are obstacles to our looking at the
future with hope, and which interrupt efforts for
development. The knowledge you will obtain in

university shapes your future besides preparing you
for life. Your education must not be limited to university
education. You must appreciate the opportunities you
are provided with and you must study, research and
question and develop yourselves without forgetting
that education is a life-long activity. You must discuss
all knowledge filtering it through the intellect and
science, but must not allow orientations whose aims
are clear to affect you. The youth is the future, the
youth is hope, it is strength and enthusiasm. As nation
and state, with this in mind we aim that you be raised
with a modern education that will provide you with
self-confidence, that you become active individuals of
the information society, and that you are able to prove
yourself in any country of the world through the
knowledge and accumulation you have obtained. The
university student must know well his national values,
must adopt the universal values, must be respectful
towards knowledge and ideas, must be self-confident
and must express his thoughts without reserve. He
must be open to innovations and changes, must observe
closely technological advances, must approach the
problems of the country and the world sensibly and
must be the defender of a clean society. You must
believe in yourselves and your acts must allow the
nation to trust you through your modern identity and
your works. You must act in awareness of your
responsibilities in order to carry to the future the
Republic you were entrusted with by Atatürk. The
Republic of Turkey’s integrating with universal values
and becoming a strong partner of modern civilisation
while retaining her fundamental characteristics shall
be succeeded through your contributions. You will be
able to develop yourselves, realise your thoughts and
become individuals useful to your country and humanity
as long as you consider the intellect and science as a
guide and believe in democracy. I believe that, as the
Turkish youth who are heartily loyal to national values
and to the principles and renovations of Atatürk, who
take our esteemed leader Atatürk as an example, and
who believe in the bright future of Turkey, you will do
what is most useful for our country and nation.

under this scope. The secular, democratic and civil law
governed social state characteristic and the unitarian
state structure of the Republic of Turkey are important
factors to be kept in view with regard to the limits to
freedom. These factors which are adopted and owned
by all spheres of society are indispensable for an
enlightened country. Abstaining from attitudes against
the fundamental values of the Republic of Turkey,
ensuring that rules are obeyed and protecting the
universities’ characteristics as being modern institutions
are the joint responsibilities of administrations,
academicians and students. We have no doubt that
this responsibility will be carried out carefully. Through
the contributions of persons and institutions that will
continue the modernisation and enlightenment efforts
without making concessions from their qualities, the
Republic of Turkey will take its place among the powerful
countries of the world in near future. The determined
attitude displayed by our universities and youth with
regard to loyalty to the Republic and the principles
and renovations of Atatürk will be our most important
guarantee in the Republic of Turkey’s being carried to
the future together with its accomplishments and
institutions. I congratulate Istanbul University and
those who have made efforts in its foundation and
development on the occasion this 550th Anniversary,
and greet you all with respect and wish success and
health.

Honourable Rector, esteemed academic staff, esteemed
guests, dear youth; concepts such as human rights,
democracy, the superiority of law and transparent
administration have obtained today a universal
dimension with the wish of extending the field of
freedom by defending individuals against any kind of
oppression. Universities are education and learning
institutions that illuminate the whole of society, where
the above concepts flourish and where they are adopted
by students. Primarily, the universities prepare for the
future not only the youth, but also societies and
countries, and contribute to the adoption and settling
of universal values. While the modern state based on
democratic administration creates the environment
and conditions that allow freedom to be exercised, it
determines the limits of freedom in accordance with
the realities of the country and enforces rules necessary
Ahmet Necdet Sezer, President of Turkish Republic and
Prof. Dr. Kemal Alemdaroðlu, Rector of Istanbul University
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Derviþ EROÐLU

Prime Minister, Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus

D

ear President,

Dear Rector and Distinguished Guests,
As I have always been very proud of carrying the
Diploma of Istanbul University, I am very happy to
see my alma mater and be here with you for the 550th
Foundation Anniversary. On this occasion I am very
grateful to Rector Alemdaroðlu for his kind invitation.
Dear President, as the prime minister of the Republic
of Northern Cyprus, I would like to express the loyalty
of my people and that of the armed forces. We are
always loyal to the Mother Land. We all live in peace
and safety with the support of Turkey and the decree
of the armed forces. We have always been cooperating
with the officials of the Turkish Republic in order to
consolidate the continuity of the Republic of Northern
Cyprus and its place amongst the developing countries.
Furthermore, we are pleased to shed light on our
national struggle together with our Mother Land Turkey.
We have the honour of establishing a government, a
Turkish government on the geography where the
Operation for the Independence of Cyprus in 1974 has
taken place. Turkey has been our greatest support at
all critical times, especially when both the Council of
the United Nations and the European Community
together with some collaborators are trying to eliminate
the Republic of Northern Cyprus. After having graduated
as a young doctor from Istanbul University, I took part
in the national struggle and the foundation of the
Republic of Northern Cyprus. And today I am proud
to be the Prime Minister. It is indisputable that the
education we received at Istanbul University has
contributed a great deal to our objective of turning
the Republic of Northern Cyprus into a country of
universities. When I was the minister of Culture and
Sports in 1976, I implemented the Project for a High
Technology Institute and after becoming Prime Minister
in 1985 we managed to put into action this idea, the
first law of universities which was proposed by me a
long time ago, passed in the parliament as the Eastern
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Mediterranean University. Today young people in the
Republic of Northern Cyprus are being educated on
the basis secular, democratic principles, and as
individuals especially loyal to Atatürk‘s Principles. We
were all educated at the time of English Colonization;
therefore we are aware of what is meant by growing
up at a time of crisis when it was impossible to wave
the Turkish flag and sing the National Anthem and
when our people were suffering from poverty. In those
times it was not surprising that we were under no
obligation to go to school.
Thanks are due to secondary and high school teachers
who came from the Mother Land, we were educated
in those schools and then we had the chance to receive
an education in this particular university with the
scholarships given by the Turkish Government to
Turkish students from Cyprus. My generation is the
third one to go beyond the borders of Cyprus and I
am proud to say that we were all educated with the
scholarships granted to us by Turkish universities.
Otherwise we would not have had the opportunity to

go to university because the English tried to alienate
us from our Turkish identity by giving high schools
such names as Islamic High School, Cyprus Islamic
High School and emphasizing the notion of the Muslim
rather than the Turk. However, our people have
assimilated Atatürk’s Principles and Reforms since
they emerged and have acted according to Atatürk’s
Principles and Theories and they have always trusted
the Mother Land, believing in and remembering Atatürk
saying that his character is “independence” and that
the Turkish Government will come to the rescue sooner
or later. And with the Peace Operation of 1974 this
struggle was crowned with the Republic of Northern
Cyprus. Turkey is still our one and only guarantee for
our efforts to keep this land in peace and safety. It is
obvious from the meetings between our President and
the Ministers that our Mother Land, the Government
and Army Officials are continuing to sacrifice everything
for the happiness and continuity of the people of the
Republic of Northern Cyprus. Thus I would like to
express my thanks to the past governments, Turkish
Armed Forces and of course all our brothers in the
Mother Land for their everlasting supports.

like to express my gratefulness to Turkish people and
all Turkish Institutions and Organizations in your person
and I would like to thank the Rector of Istanbul
University for giving us the chance of delivering a
speech. Distinguished guests I also present my respects
to you. Thank you.

Dear President, we would be very proud to see you
in the Republic of Northern Cyprus. Your visit to our
country will stimulate our people to be stronger and
motivated in a time when rumors about our nation’s
future are being passed from one person to another.
So far we have managed to achieve our goals for a
permanent consensus in the Republic of Northern
Cyprus. We sometimes had to be on the side of those
who evaded the meetings or to compromise or even
compensate in order to reach an agreement.
Nevertheless the fact that the opposing side was known
as the Republic of Northern Cyprus and was an outlet
for the European Community has made an agreement
impossible. It will be really difficult to expect the
Greeks to arrive at an agreement as a result of the
Annan Document because they demand to change five
or six items of this Document so as to make it more
effective. However, in my view, if the Annan Document
had not appeared and the outside world had not
interfered in our politics it would have been easier for
both sides to sort out the problem. Both the efforts
of the USA and the United Nations and now the
interference of the European Community to make the
Greeks full members have increased the prevailing
problems. At this point our greatest guarantee is of
course our mother land Turkey. We have always pointed
out the fact that it would be impossible to reach a
consensus on a permanent agreement in Cyprus if the
existence of both countries were accepted together
with the guarantee of Turkey. While we are trying to
fulfill our duty our opponents should have the same
understanding. For this reason, Dear President, I would
Derviþ Eroðlu, Prime Minister of the Turkish Republic of
Northern Cyprus, visiting Istanbul Universty
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Prof. Dr. Kemal GÜRÜZ

President of the Council for Higher Education

faculty which was a kind of substitute for science and
letters degree education that included the field of
“artes liberales” that refer to the free aspects of the
human soul, in other words to man’s mind and this is
important in the structures of universities. There were
two kinds of education in this school. The trivium that
includes oral disciplines: rhetoric, logic and grammar
and the other is the quadrivium that covers numerical
disciplines: arithmetic, geometry, astronomy and music.
Only after this training were faculties attended. One
of them was law, other medicine and the third, the
faculty of theology that produces clergymen.
The first university was established in Bologna in 1088,
followed in 1160 by Paris, and the lecturers who fled
from Paris established Oxford University and universities
started to expand in the south. Moreover, after the
establishments of Montpellier, Padua, Orleans and
Cambridge in France, Spain and England between the
years of 1200 and 1215, universities spread towards
the north. The first university in the north of the Alps
is Carolinium University established in Prag in 1347.
And Krakow (1364), Vienna (1365), Heidelberg (1385),
St. Andrews (1411), Basel (1459), Kopenhag (1475)
and Uppsala (1477) universities followed.

H

is Excellency President of Turkey,

Distinguished Guests,
Mehmet the Conqueror’s conquest of Istanbul closed
the Middle Age and started the Modern Age. After a
short time, Mehmet the Conqueror, who had a
sophisticated personality and mind, initiated Medrese
education in Ayasofia and Zeyrek. Thus, a remarkably
profound survey process was started, not only for the
history of Turkish higher education but also for the
history of international higher education. Though this
process was started positively under the leadership of
Mehmet the Conqueror, with the establishment of a
library by collecting the books left by Byzantines and
with the employment of foreign scientists and close
relations with Ali Kuþçu, a scientist and Molla Hüsrev
and Molla Gürani, philosophers, after a short time this
process bore negative consequences. Because of these
negative consequences, new institutional structures
were founded particularly in the times of Selim III and
Mahmut II. Eventually, 480 years later after its
commencement, in 18th November 1933, this process
resulted in the establishment of Istanbul University
which has been the mother and cradle of other
universities under the intellectual leadership and
political will of Atatürk and has had a distinguished
place among the other institutions which the Republic
introduced to the Turkish people.
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for education in law. The first medrese was Faracek
Medrese which was established in Buhara, Türkistan
in 937.

It is not possible to examine the details of this process
to this speech. However, I would like to refer to some
important historical points and related concepts to this
process and the effects of the results of this process
on present-day issues before his Excellency, the
President.

The aim of the Medrese is to raise Koran and prayers
teachers. On the other hand universities aim at
producing lawyers, doctors and clergymen. Two subjects
were taught at medreses; one: Ulum-u Nakliye (in
other words; Canon Law, hadis and tafseer
(Interpretation)) and the other is Ulum-u Akliye (in
other words; positive sciences, mathematics and
natural sciences) that had an important place,
particularly in Turkistan and Seljuks and Ottoman
Medreses.

The university and the medrese emerged nearly at
the same times and though at first glance they seemed
to be similar structurally, they were only similar
ostensibly. The dynamics and the aims of the
establishments were different. Bologna University
which was accepted as one of the first universities
was in fact a student union (Lonca). It was founded

Since the concept of science was not clear enough,
since where science, art and skills start and end is not
known, various terms such as; scire in Latin, or arte,
ars; scientia from the verb of ‘to know’, even the word
encyclopedia which means common education and
prudentia meaning perception, sapientia meaning mind
were used for science. However, there was a preparatory
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What I want to emphasise at this point is that there
is no expansion towards the east, in other words
towards Byzantium. As for Byzantium, there was an
institution that was established in the time of Emperor
Theodosius II in A.D. 425 in Istanbul. This institution
probably codified the ‘The Law of Rome’ with the name
of Codex Theodosianus in A.D. 438. Books that were
carried away from the Byzantine libraries had great
impacts on European universities and science history.
There were a few references that indicate there were
high education and universities in Byzantium. An
attempt was made to revive this institution in the year
of 900. However, I do not think it is possible to say
that Byzantine Institutions contributed to European
high education. In my opinion, the reason could be
the Crusades during which Istanbul was occupied in
1204 and after their raid of 57 cities, there remained
no higher institutions of education and when Mehmet
the Conqueror conquered Istanbul, there was no such
thing. This is a very interesting issue.
Especially in Turkistan, Turkish-Muslim medreses
educated distinguished intellectuals. Farabi and Ibn-i
Sina were the most important intellectuals. Under the
leadership of Vizier Nizamü’l-Mülk, Gazali lectured
Canon-Law courses as a muderris in the Nizamiye
Medrese in Baghdad. In the 11th, 12th and 13 th
centuries, a philosophical dispute arose among those
thinkers. On the one hand, there was Farabi and Ibni Sina who were educated at Turkish-Islam medreses
and also Ýbn-i Rüþt educated at Endulus medreses.
These people introduced Aristotles to the West and
passed this knowledge to the West. On the other hand,
there was Gazali, who wrote a book about the decline
and inconsistency of philosophy called Tehafüt’ül

Felasife. After that, Ibn-i Rüþt replied to this book in
his “The Inconsistency of the Inconsistency”, Tefahüt’ül
Tehafüt. This was a dispute that lasted for two centuries
but it was very determinant, a remarkably determinant
philosophical approach in both Turkish history and the
history of Muslim Countries. Consequently, Farabi,
Ibn-i Sina and Ibn-i Rüþt who defended the human
mind against holy revelation won this philosophical
war. This was followed by Aristotles’ metaphysics,
scolastism, humanism, the Renaissance, the
Reformation, De Revolutionobus written by Copernicus
in 1536. De Philosophiae Naturalis Principia
Mathematica, the greatest work of science history that
connects heavenly power with worldly energy in the
same mathematical expression, written by Newton in
1687, started the first scientific revolution and
enlightenment, and after this the Industrial Revolution
took place and then we come to the present-day. In
our world, Gazali won this war and holy revelation
became dominant over human mind.
I mean this kind of negation. Thus, who had a farsighted mind discussed this issue with two well known
“muderrises”. One of the muderrises was Tus’lu Alaaddin
and he defended Ibn-i Rüþt and the other was Hocazade
Muslihuddin Mustafa. He defended Gazali by writing
a book entitled Hocazade The Third Tehafüt. The
Conqueror paid 20 thousand akçe to Hocazade and
10 thousand akçe to Alaaddin to show his support for
Gazali. And then contradictions came to the scene.
Thus, afterwards, in the time of Beyazýt II, a muderris
called Tokatlý Lütfi was judged in the court of the
Þeyhülislam and he was executed in the Horse Square
in 24th of December 1494 since he told that “Kadis
who do not know geometry cannot judge properly”.
There were such cases in the West as well. For example,
Giordano Bruno was burnt in Italy. Galileo was also
judged in inqusition courts but he resisted by tapping
his foot on the floor and silently saying “Eppur si
muove”. However, positive sciences have never been
excluded and Medieval Universities have taken their
present forms. Universities are one of the two
institutions that preserved the continuity of the West
and the other is the Catholic Church.
When we move back to the Ottomans, during the reign
of Kanuni Sultan Süleyman, in 1556, the Medrese of
Süleymaniye was founded, and for the first time medical
and mathematics education were also included into
the Medrese.
Between 1545-1574, Ebu Suud Efendi, who was
appointed Þeyhülislam (head of religious affairs), was
a highly prominent person. He had a crucial impact
on Kanuni’s identification as Kanuni (which means
legal). He mingled canonical law with common law.
His duty was to make the order of the state based on
law, and preserve the Ottoman’s order. Birgivi Mehmed
Efendi, who lived at the same period, was defending
a reversion to Islam. He depicted the things which
were against the essence of Islam as heresy, and
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starting from this idea, he exposed a concept called
as good and injurious sciences. The good science
referred to Islamic teaching, injurious science referred
to positive sciences and “kelam” (the word). All
medreses were tied to the Þeyhülislam at this period.
Thus, the post of Þeyhülislam also gained a juridical
and institutional structure. Therefore, in a way both
the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Justice
were united as the Þeyhülislam. But the Ministry of
Justice was not the same as today’s. Islamic Law, the
institution of canon jurisprudence and of juridical
decision were prominent. Þeyhülislam Ebu Suud Efendi
struggled against Birgivi Mehmed Efendi for along
time, since he saw him as a threat against the order
of state. The reason of his strife was not based on
philosophical and intellectual anxieties, but on Birgivi’s
destruction of the order. After all, the exclusion of all
positive sciences and kelam out of the medrese occurred
in this period. Thus, a dark period covering 16th, 17th
and the first half of the 18th century began.
Nevertheless, in Europe, at that time, the situation
was developing totally differently. For instance, Philip
Melancton, appointed teacher of Germany, Praeceptor
Germanie, who established the first Protestant
university, set up the chairs of philosophy, poetry,
physics and mathematics at Marburg University.
What is the consequence? In 1770, the Russian Navy
destroyed the Ottoman Navy. Until that time, the
Ottomans thought that the Mediterranean was a closed
sea. In other words, they had no idea about a possible
threat which might come from Gibraltar. Nobody
thought of looking at Piri Reis’ map which might have
been found in a library at a distance of 100 meters.
But, after such a terrible disaster, new institutions
were needed and a new process began. The first was
Mühendishane_i Bahri-i Hümayun, that is to say, the
marine school, in which positive sciences were taught,
established in 1773, and constituting the core of today’s
Istanbul Technical University. As Prof. Alemdaroðlu
explained this process in detail, I will not elaborate.
During the establishment of Darulfünün in 1846, there
were 166 medreses and approximately thousand
students. There were very crucial quarrels at that time.
It took 17 years to activate it, and in order to prevent
connotation to heresy, it was agreed upon the name
of Darulfünün, which is a word combining Persian and
Arabic. These details were also explained by the
esteemed Rector.
After the foundation of republic, the Tehid-i Tedrisat
(unity of curriculum) which was brought into force is
very important. It is one of the assurances of secularism.
The same year, juridical autonomy was given to Istanbul
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University. But, as the distinguished Rector said, these
developments were not sufficient. Darülfünün was not
able to compete with the reformist speed of the
Government of the Republic in Ankara, the government
founded by Atatürk. After all, Atatürk was a soldier,
but he had a gifted wisdom and an unbelievable
capability of understanding. He read through Albert
Malche’s report evaluating Darulfünün. After reading
the report, he wrote down 17 notes on this report, I
am going to read those notes now:
a) Istanbul Darülfünün has been abrogated, Ýstanbul
University will be established instead.
b) Proxy of Education has been appointed to its
establishment.
After that, he committed the outline of the university
in his mind to paper.
1) The student has to know a foreign language such
as English- German- Italian or French. (efficiency
in reading and comprehension)
2) Intervention at assignment of the commissions
dealing with faculty administration and teaching.
3) We gave an adequate amount of money. (193132 908.474)
4) 88 Lecturers, 44 assistants, 36 lecturer assistant,
42 of which permanent, total 240 (too much)
5) The number of officials and employees is too
much as well (355) those tasks should be given
to the students who are in need.
6) The weak student should be discouraged in his
first year.
7) The most important duty of the rector is to be
involved with scientific issues; for administrative
tasks an official is needed.
8) Istanbul Darülfünün is not able to realize the
scientific and logical motion which brought it up
to a certain point. For a couple of year, the
direction which is to be aimed for has to be
determined. The deans of faculties should be
advised to cooperate with each other continuously
by the rector (that is to say, coordination of
academic administrative structure centralized in
the rector).
9) The proxy should be commanding over
assignment and dismissal (displacement) of
lecturer.
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10) One of the most serious frailties of Darülfünun
is that there is no education which urges the
student to acquire a point of view and do research.
Encyclopaedic information is being given.
11) The Faculty of Letters is very unpleasant.
12) Darülfünun has no lecturers! For the time being,
it is necessary to import teachers from abroad.
And then, we need to train our own children
at foreign universities.
13) The Faculty of Medicine should be transferred.
14) The School of Civil Service and the Faculty of
Justice have some common lessons, they should
be allied with each other
15) Dentistry School- Faculty of Medicine
16) Reformation of Libraries
Your Excellency Mr. President,
Distinguished Guests,
The intellectual genius lying behind Istanbul University,
which appears after a 480-year process, and disclosed
political will were conveyed within these notes written
in the form of maxims. The establishment of Istanbul
University, even though it was after many periods in
Turkish history, is the sign of the victory of Farabi,
Ibn-i Sina and Ibn-i Rüþt against Gazali. That is to
say, it is the monument exposing the fact that human
wisdom is above holy verse and nothing can be valuable
if it does not comply with rationalism. In contrast to
Western universities, which are institutions that
appeared by the evolution of Medieval universities,
Turkish universities are not institutions that appeared
following the evolution of medreses. On the contrary,
they are modern institutions that were presented to
the Turkish Nation by the Republic for the purpose of
establishment. Turkish universities are the products
of the Republic. Consequently, they are undaunted
guardians for secularism, unity of language, equality
of rights and opportunity, which are the basic principles
of the Republic, and of the understanding of
constitutional citizenship which accepts every individual
as a citizen possessing equal rights, without any
discrimination about race, religion, language and
gender.

rationality replaced canonical law which stands for a
law based on holy verse. No one is at liberty to ignore
the decisions, based on positive law, taken by the
Supreme Courts. The decisions taken according to
positive law cover everyone, including the Assembly,
and the Government as well. Otherwise, if you give
people the right of making a choice between positive
law and canonical law, this will be the end of the
Republic. We will never allow it.
Besides this subject, in recent times, we are hearing
certain statements from people holding the position
of ministry evaluating the Turkish National Education
system as a two sided system including religious
secondary schools and comprehensive schools, and
thus actually they aim to disrupt the unity of education.
Those statements upholding that without a religious
education there would be no national consciousness
and national effort are definitely wrong and regrettable.
Turkish universities have always called them to account,
they will go on to do so.
As I conclude my speech, I would like to underline
again that Turkish universities, on Atatürk’s enlightened
path, will serve the Turkish Nation, the Turkish
Government, humanity and science within the frame
of the basic principles of the Republic and according
to universal scientific rules and norms. Thank you.

Distinguished Guests,
The most crucial components of secularism at its
functional level is that with the Law of Tevhid_i Tedrisat,
positive sciences, that is to say, the law based on

Prof. Dr. Kemal Alemdaroðlu, Rector of Istanbul Universty,
Duygu Alemdaroðlu, Prof. Dr. Kemal Gürüz, President of the
Council for Higher Education (from left to right)
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will be remembered with gratitude and respect. I would
also like to gratefully acknowledge the former rectors of
our University, Prof. Ismail Hakký Baltacýoðlu, Prof.Cemil
Birsel, Prof.Sýddýk Sami Onar, Prof.Kazým Ýsmail Gürkan,
Prof.Ekrem Þeref Egeli, Prof.Haluk Alp, Prof.Bülent Berkarda
and others.
Mister President,
Dear Guests,

Prof. Dr. Kemal ALEMDAROÐLU
Present of Istanbul University

ister President,

Dear Guests,

Dear Guests, the fact that the “Istanbul University Science
Awards”, which have become traditional since 1998, are
increasingly gaining interest and appreciation worldwide,
is a further sign of the continuing academic prowess of
our university.

I would like to welcome you warmly to the celebrations
of the 550th anniversary of Istanbul University. I would
especially like to thank our guests namely rectors, vice
rectors and scientists from different countries of Asia,
Europe and America for their support in announcing
Istanbul University’s significance to the world of science.

During the reforms begun with the establishment of the
republic, and especially during the debates, on March

Our University has 11 campuses where 49000 students,
1582 of whom come from 79 different countries, are
educated. We have a staff of 5000 academics and 7000
administrative personnel.
With its 17 Faculties, 6 Schools of higher education, 7
Training Schools, 13 Institutes and 25 Research Centres,
our University is clearly in a position of significant progress
in academic studies. In fact, our rise to second place in
the number of publications included in national and
international citation indices such as SCI and SSCI during
the last few years is proof of our leap forward in this
field.

M

Ever since its foundation in 1453, Istanbul University,
the oldest academic institution of our republic, has
faithfully served its country and its nation, and been
extremely succesful in education, scientific research and
guidance for the people. The emperor Mehmet II, the
Conqueror, who knew the importance attached to scientific
institutions by the Turks and that positive thinking
developed in the scientific institutions they founded,
established this higher educational institution in Saint
Sophia and Zeyrek on May 30th, 1453. Later, during the
westernisation movement, Mahmut II founded the School
of Medicine on March 14th, 1827, to provide doctors and
surgeons for the Army. The establishment of independent
military and govermental administration higher education
institutions followed this. The Darülfünun was founded
in 1863. The Darülfünun was closed down from time to
time because of friction between those in favour of the
enlightenment and their opponents, and it was only in
the 1900s that it was opened under the name Istanbul
Darülfünun, consisting of the faculties of Sciences, Letters,
Law, Medicine, and Theology. During the reign of the
Ottoman Empire, the Istanbul Darülfünun fulfilled important
functions. One of the most important and significant
events in the history of Istanbul University was the
enrolment in the army of the entire freshman class of
the Faculty of Medicine during the Dardanelle wars in
1915, and the death in action of all these students on
th
the night of May 18 , 1915. On the other hand, at the
Sivas Congress, the words of the representative of the
school of Medicine, Hikmet Savaþtepe, “We have not
come here to discuss your mandate”, was interpreted by
Kemal Atatürk as the true feelings of the Turkish Youth.

I shall try to summarize for you the recent developments
in our University.

We are persevering with our work on double major
programmes and student exchange programmes with
well-known universities in Europe, America, and Asia.
The teleconference system linking the Istanbul Faculty
of Medicine to the Cerrahpaþa Faculty of Medicine also
simultaneously connects these faculties to their
counterparts in Strasbourg, Paris, Toulouse, Bordeaux,
Brussels, Tübingen, Berlin, Israel in Asia, Memphis in the
U.S.A as well as those in Kayseri, Erzurum and Izmir,
bestowing us a priviliged status on national and
international levels.
3rd, 1924, on the abolishment of the Caliphate, it was
again a member of our University, Prof.Seyit Bey, then
minister of Justice, who abated the voice of the protesting
factions, and made it possible for the Bill to be accepted
almost unanimously. One can multiply these examples.
Finally, under the directives and according to the advice
of Kemal Atatürk, the Swiss philosopher Prefessor Malche
investigated the Darülfünun, and this institution was
closed down in 1933, immediately followed by the
establishment of Istanbul University, which was to
investigate a tradition of its own.
Thus, the structuring, in accordance with modern, western
criteria, of this institution, with its 550 years of academic
history, covers the last 70 years. As the leading university
of the history of the Republic, our University has truly
fulfilled its duty as an important element of the age of
enlightenment during the last 70 years, serving the
development and modernization of our nation, and its
scientific evolution. The academic and administrative
contribution of scientists coming from Germany in 1933,
as the Darülfünun was transformed into Istanbul University,
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The “Advanced Research Labarotory” and the
“Technological Research Centre”(TEKMER) buildings, much
needed in many fields of study, have been inaugurated
at our Avcýlar Campus and begun catering for both our
scientific researchers and industrialists.
The Main Building of Istanbul University, built in 1868
and first used as the ministry of Defence, is an important
architectural and cultural monument. In the course of
time, its original structure was altered, large halls were
converted into smaller rooms, the arched windows
overlooking the corridors were bricked up, and a
meaningless structure emerged. During the earthquakes
of August 17th and November 12th 1999, however, the
building suffered extensive damage. It was immediately
evacuated in accordance with reports by engineers and
architects. Reinforcement work and subsequent
renovations were done, and our building regained its
original, historic attributes. I will use the present occasion
to proudly announce that our Main Building will henceforth
serve our university and our nation as the “Centre for
Arts and Sciences”; and that national and international
academic activities, such as congresses, conferences,
etc., and concerts, exhibitions, fairs, and performances

will be held here. I would further like to thank those who
assisted us with their knowledge, experience, ideas,
hardwork and important financial contributions.
Dear guests, the establishment of a telephone network
serving 12500 contact points has solved the internal and
external communications problems of our university,
spread as it is on 11 campuses. This will significantly
decrease our expenses in this field.
Dear guests, universities are public institutions serving
society. Hence, universities have to share the knowledge
they produce with the rest of the community. With that
aim in mind, the administrators of universities have to
apprise the public of their views on important national
affairs.
Universities are the independent and free scientific
institutions of democratic societies. In scientific institutions,
knowledge developed through the universal laws of science
is shared with society for the benefit of society.
Universities are trying to fulfill without fail their duties
of education, scientific research and social service in the
face of many difficulties. Pressures on the part of political
powers, attempts to silence the universities and continuous
debates on these subjects have been common throughout
history. Especially after the Industrial Revolution,
universities have experienced the necessity for an
environment of free scientific endeavour and research to
share the knowledge they produce with the industries
and with the public. This is particularly the case in
democratic countries. Democracies are regimes that
establish and protect human rights and liberties. The
individual is all-important in democracies. However, the
individual also has to comply strictly with the three crucial
conditions of democracy: concept, regulation, and
institution. There is no such thing as a democracy devoid
of concept, regulation, and institution. It is only natural
that institutions should have regulations of their own.
The basic tenets of democracies are clearly defined in
constitutions, and the regulations of institutions in their
legal and administrative statutes. In universities, active
participation, plurality and a transparent, democratic
administration are possible only through a legislative
system reflecting the needs of all the groups constituting
the institution and created in accordance with a structure
spreading from the lowest echelons to the highest.
Discussions about ideas are natural in democratic societies.
However, no democratic regime in the world allows
freedom of expression to opinions and activities that
threaten its own existence. Therefore, in order to protect
its existence a democracy has to take certain legal
measures. I want to emphasize that the freedom of
expression of their thoughts on the part of a university’s
administration and academic staff, articulated without
detriment to their country or its institutions, is a true
sign of democracy, civilization and the autonomy of a
university.
Since its establishment, Istanbul University has transmitted
the knowledge it has produced to the country, trained
young graduates and thereby rendered valuable service
to the rise of the nation. While they work to provide this
service, our members, who comply faithfully with the
constitution and the laws, also adopt democracy as a
way of life. As they did in the past, members our university
make clear their stance and guidance when discussions
and attempts threatening the democracy in our country
arise.
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At all times and in all circumstances, the members and
administration of Istanbul University remain the adamant
observers and protectors of the reforms and principles
of Atatürk which constitute the entirety of modern values.
They see it as their patriotic duty to warn the governing
bodies of the country when there are covert or overt
threats to our freedom and to the independence of our
nation.
As in the past, our university will continue to be
vigilant of any threat to the secular, democratic and
legal social state, to our national independence and
national pride; to defend, with a sensitivity that defines
our members as the intellectuals of the republic, the
sacred trust of Atatürk’s heritage against any attack
directed towards it.
The academics, students and staff of our university have
adopted as the basis of their existence the motto “The
truest guiding light in life is science”. In accordance with
this belief, they will be adamant and united in fulfilling
their function as guides and advisors against those forces
who, corrupting the national resolve for their own political
purposes, attempt to drag the nation into a medieval
twilight incompatible with modern levels of civilisation.
These days, the notion of “ a single statue” is being used
as an alleged obstruction to our admission to the European
Union by certain individiduals wishing to degrade Atatürk’s
reforms and principles and the loyalty of the Turkish
people to Atatürk.
The principles of Atatürk are based on rationalism. They
are principles that need to be adhered to and applied
especially by countries in the process of development.
Believing in the principles of Atatürk is a way of life.
The heartfelt loyalty of the Turkish people for Atatürk
that is being derided by the notion of “ a single statue”,
on the other hand, is a symbol of the gratitude felt by
individuals who are free in their minds, opinions,
conscience, and spirit, for a leader who saved their
forebears living in the dark ages from slavery; who
rescued a society which lacked the rights of liberty,
independence, and autonomy from disintegration and
annihilation; and who created a strong and modern
Turkey. It is by no means blind devotion to a leader who
expressed his unassuming nature with the words, “My
slender frame will no doubt become dust one day”.
With the belief that possession of an academic institution
with a 550-year history is an honour, not only for members
of Istanbul University,
but for the whole Turkish nation,
th
I celebrate our 550 anniversary and wish that these
celebrations will be profitable to our students, our
members, and the whole of our nation.

Istanbul University Prof. Dr. Cemil Bilsel Conference Hall, Concert, Students of the Istanbul University State Conservatory
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Meltem OCAK
Students’ Representative

D

ear President of Turkey,

Dear Guests and Dear Friends,
I feel the joy, excitement, honour and happiness to
speak in the name of 49.000 fellow students and be
at the same time a student at the 550th anniversary
of our university. This anniversary coincides with the
80th year of the establishment of our Republic by
Ataturk and the 70th year of the university reform
realized by our Great Leader.
I am happy; this is the first time I act as a student
representative at our university thanks to the support
of my fellow students.
I am happy, for we participate at the University
Administrative Board as student representatives. We
are allowed to discuss our dynamic opinions and our
projects with regard to our country’s future with our
academic staff in the name of our fellow students and
receive great support.
I feel honoured, for like many of my fellow students
I am about to finish my education at a university that
follows the enlightened direction of Ataturk and has
incorporated both national and universal values. We
have learned to think first of our nation and its citizens
when working at our profession. We have learned
the impossibility of having opinions without first
possessing knowledge and that we can only create a
Modern Turkey if we become knowing individuals.

civilization;we will be the defenders and developers
of the Republic Ataturk founded, a Modern Turkey
that has incorporated democratic, secular, national
and universal values.
As graduates at Istanbul University’s 550th anniversary
we possess the consciousness, responsibility and self
confidence for providing our Republic with a bright
future, Darkness and Backwardness, fear us, we are
the youth of Ataturk!!! We are the students of Istanbul
University!!!

We have made it our principle to work under the
guiding light of science, stay away from prejudice and
dogma, defend what we know is right and reject what
we think is wrong in the LECTURE HALLS where GREAT
ATATÜRK attended lectures in 1935.
I promise in the name of Ýstanbul University’s youth
which receives its education at an institution that
extends over a wide area, intends to become a
worldwide centre of knowledge and has its site at a
huge city which bears the traces of an ancient
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Prof.Dr. Bülent BERKARDA
President of Istanbul University (Retired)

H

is Excellency the President of Turkey,

Distinguished Rectors, University Members, Guests,
Dear Students, Members of the Press,
I would like to begin by expressing the happiness I
feel for speaking to you on such an important day, for
on this important day we are celebrating: on the one
hand Istanbul’s becoming Turkish and on the other
hand the 550th anniversary of Istanbul University.
We were asked to speak about our memories. Those
like us who have spent more than 50 years at the
university have surely many reminiscences. Just as
memories can be individual – personal, they can also
belong to the University. Because the time is limited
I do not want to indulge in personal memories on such
a day and will only relate a few:
The personal reminiscences I cherish most include my
being elected dean of Cerrahpaþa Medical Faculty
under the law number 1750; my being elected as
Rector of Istanbul University, certain national and
international awards I received; my membership at
the Management Board of the European Medical
Education Union and the big international congresses
I organized. The connection and friendship with
thousands of students that has been established over
the years also rate among the reminiscences I highly
value. I would also like to point out the pride I feel for
the improvements that were realized during the period
I acted as dean and rector.
But I would rather like to talk about the past of my
University. Istanbul University was the only university
of the Republic for the first twenty years. It has greatly
served and still serves the continuation of the modern,
secular and developed Turkish Republic.
Turkey’s main institutions such as Medicine, Law,
Economy, Management, Science, Chemistry, Physics,
Biology, Engineering, Culture, Art, Language and
Literature, Forestry Science, Veterinary Medicine,

Political Sciences and many other fields have their
origins in Istanbul University.
These main fields are each a world of their own. The
Medical Faculty, for instance, comprises 25 departments
and 125 disciplines and specialization departments
and has spread its influence throughout Turkey. Our
Medical Departments (Cerrahpaþa and Çapa) have
educated about 40.000 students since its establishment.

Turan Emeksiz 1960 Prof. Dr. Cavit Orhan Tütengil
1979, Prof. Dr. Ümit Doðanay 1979, A whole class of
medical students that was killed in the battle at
Çanakkale 5 students who died on the University
Campus on 16th March 1978 Server Tanilli who was
injured but escaped death

Haluk Alp, Muzaffer Aksoy, Þevket Aziz Kansu, Bülent
Tanör

I would also like to mention some of the names of
those estimable persons whom I had the honour to
know and who now rest in peace:

Your Excellency, the President of Turkey,
Distinguished Audience,

Sýddýk Sami Onar, Kerim Erim, Fehim Fýrat, Akil Muhtar
Özden, Hulusi Behçet, Süheyl Ünver, Ahmet Hamdi
Tanpýnar, Hifzi Vecdet Velidedeoðlu, Cahit Arf, Tarýk
Zafer Tunaya, Berke Vardar, Sabahattin Eyüboðlu,

And there are many more nationally and internationally
reknowned persons. Each of them is a book of
memories.

I tried to compress into this short space of time some
of the splendours of Istanbul University and I
congratulate the Rector Prof. Dr. Kemal Alemdaroðlu
f o r o r g a n i z i n g t h i s m e a n i n g f u l c e r e m o n y.
I greet you with respect.

The Faculty of Letters comprises 10.000 students,
consists of over 100 education programmes and is the
place where the universities’ foundations are laid in
the fields of thought, art, literature, philosophy,
psychology etc. Archaeology, for instance, has gained
its reputation as a serious science at Istanbul University.
Law as a science, on the other hand, has been
established at Istanbul University and then spread
from here throughout Turkey. Our faculty of Law has
done a great service by establishing and developing
all the branches of the Law. Let us recall the Constitution
Law and the great role our faculty played at the setting
down of the 1961 Constitution and some of the terms
and democratic institutions Turkey gained thanks to
its activities:
The Constitutional Court, The High Court of Justice,
Judicial Independence, University Autonomy,
Trade Union Rights, Collective Agreement and the
Right to Strike, The Right to Assemble and Demonstrate.
As you see beside its academic activities Istanbul
University has an important consulting role in the
management of state affairs and takes its place beside
the Constitutional Institutions in the maintaining of
Ataturk’s Principles and Reforms.
I would also like to recall our martyrs to the cause of
democracy:
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Prof.Dr. Halit Ziya KONURALP
Istanbul Faculty of Medicine (Retired Dean)

Moreover, he took full responsibility for founding
Istanbul Esnaf Hospital in the same year, and started
to work in this hospital as a doctor. Prof.Halit Ziya
Konuralp is still working.

D

ear President,

Dear Rector and Distinguished Guests.
Prof.Halit Ziya Konuralp was born in Üsküdar, Istanbul,
on May 31, 1904. He was educated at Ravza-i Rüþtiyeyi Terakki and then finished secondary and high schools.
He finished lycee 2 in Germany. Having passed the
exam for lycee 3, he continued his education in
Medicine. He graduated from the School of Medicine
in 1925 and in 1926, he attended a course in Gülhane
Military Academy for one year. Between 1926 and
1928 he did his compulsory military service. He took
a course in the Adana Malaria Institute for two months.
Between 1928 and 1931, he specialized in radiography
and surgery under the supervision of Prof.Kemal Atay
in Haseki Hospital. He was appointed to Diyarbakýr
Numune Hospital in 1931. He then started Plastic
Surgery operations.
He married in 1933-1934 and returned from Diyarbakýr
to Istanbul.
He was appointed to Þiþli Eftal Hospital as a radiologist
after having been an inactive Associate Professor
between the years 1934-1935. He published his first
article on Plastic Surgery in a magazine entitled
“Anadolu Kliniði” (Anatolian Clinic) in Konya, in 1935.

He became a Professor with the publication of his book
The Fundamental Principles in Plastic Surgery in 1952.
He was one of the four geniuses in the First Plastic
Surgery Congress which was arranged in 1955. In that
Congress, he presented a surgery technique peculiar
to himself in the treatment of cauliflower ears.

Between 1935 and1937, he practiced with M.Kemal
Öke.

He became the Head of the Clinic in 1958.

He became an active Associate Professor in Haseki
Hospital in 1937. One year later he organized the first
Plastic Surgery Center dependent upon the general
surgery in Çapa, Second Surgery Clinic which was able
to accommodate 49 beds. He moreover adapted a
Plastic Surgery Education Program in General Surgery.

He attended the World Third Plastic Congress in
Washington in 1963 as well as the World Second Plastic
Congress which was held in London in 1959.

In 1948 he went to England for a while, and visited
East Greensted Plastic Surgery Center. He accepted
an invitation from Killner to visit England in 1950, and
he went and stayed there until 1950.

He went to Cleveland (USA) in 1956 with the Rockefeller
Scholarship. After one year he became a writing
member for the American Society of Plastic &
Reconstruction Surgery.
He was a founder-member for the “American Trauma
Society” in 1974.
Istanbul University Prof. Dr. Cemil Bilsel Conference Hall
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P r o f . D r . Yýlmaz ALTUÐ
Faculty of Law (Retired Dean)

D

ear President, Dear Rector,

In 1949 I became a member, as honorary assistant,
of I.U. School of Law from which I had graduated in
1948. I worked there until 1983 as assistant, assistant
professor and professor. I have been the director of
two Institutes and dean of the faculty. I would like to
tell two of my memories related to the University that
I am honoured to be a member of. I was accepted to
Istanbul University School of Law, when I passed the
examination in 1944. The late professor Ord. Prof.
Ebül’ula Mardin was the head of the jury. In our
freshman year the late Ord. Prof. Ali Fuat Baþgil was
our Constitution professor. We sat our oral examination
in June. The professor was taking three students into
the hall, sitting at a table, and then asking the students
to pick up two papers that he had written his questions
on from a bowl. In my group we were Mualla, Ýlhan
and I. He first asked Ýlhan, who left the hall with a
passing grade. Then it was Mualla’s turn. When she
picked up her questions, her face blushed and she left
the hall after throwing the papers violently at the
professor. Prof. Baþgil and I were quite confused. Then
the professor said, “now, it is your turn, please pick
up two questions”. I picked up two questions and
answered them. We were the last students of the
exam’s morning session. When I went out, I saw that
Mualla was weeping, and she said, “What have I done?
A mere messenger is not responsible; please tell the
professor that I’d like to apologize to him”. Mualla was
in a pitiable situation. I asked the professor: “Would
you let my friend Mualla to apologize to you?” When
he said, “Well! Let’s see her”, I told Mualla to come
in. Mualla said “I am extremely sorry, I did not sleep
the whole night because I studied too much”, and
started kissing the professor’s hands. The professor
asked Mualla to sit down on a chair. “Well, pick up two
questions,” said he. Now it was Mualla’s turn to be
confused. The questions she picked up were ones she
knew the answers to well. Prof. Baþgil said, “Well done!
You’re through!”, and Mualla passed the exam with a
good grade. Many years after I met Mualla who became
a lawyer. I was quite happy when she said, “Yýlmaz,
my son, who is a lieutenant, is now a student of yours
at Military School.”

My second recollection is as follows: A retired judge,
named Ali, who was one of the chief judges of the
Court of Appeal, chose Istanbul University School of
Law (from where he was graduated) as his heir and
left 600 000 TL, which was a large amount of money
at the time. He asked the Faculty to build a reading
room in the Faculty building, and erect a tombstone
for himself in the graveyard in Feriköy. Two people,
who claimed to be the legal heirs of the late judge,
sued the Faculty. The case was dismissed. Then, the
dean’s office of our Faculty started to look for Ali Bey’s
grave which should have been in the graveyard in
Feriköy. A grave was found, but when it was opened
a female body was found. The second grave that was
opened was understood to have been a child’s. Ali
Bey’s grave could not be found despite the investigations.
Thereupon the late Prof. Hýfzý Timur, who was popular
with his practical solutions said: “It is obvious that Ali
Bey is buried in this graveyard. Let’s buy a new grave
and erect a tombstone for Ali Bey with his name and
his services written on it. Then people who pass by
can stop and pray for him.” This was done. The empty
grave was built by the dean Prof. Bülent Davran, Prof.
Hýfzý Timur, Dr. Sami Okay and I. Our photograph is
still in Faculty archives. I pray for God’s mercy on all
these deceased people, particularly Ali Bey.
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(First row) Prof. Dr. Mati Heidmets, Rector of Talin Pedagogy University, Prof. Dr. Boyan Bilotchev, Rector of Sophia
University, Prof. Dr. Gustaf Lindencrona, Rector of Stockholm University, Prof. Dr. Tassilo Küpper, Rector of Cologne
University, Eþengül Boljureva, Kyrgyz Minister of Education, Prof. Dr. Klaus Borchard, Rector of Bonn University, (second
row) Seyfullah Çevik, Deputy of Turkish-Manas University, Herbert Hager, Rector of Bodenkultur University, Prof. Dr. Najma
Najam, Rector of Fatimah Jinnah University, (third row) George Secora, Vice Rector of Piteþti University
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ear Rector,

I enrolled at Istanbul University, Faculty of Law in the
academic year of 1934-1935. It was only a year after
the reforms implemented by Atatürk for Istanbul
University in 1933. In other words, the university was
in the midst of a new process of reformation. I have
always said that our families were not able to send us
to the great universities of the West. However, Atatürk
made what was probably the best of the Western
universities available to us with the reform of 1933,
and thus we were rewarded by being lectured by the
biggest law scholars of the world, attending their
seminars, listening to their conferences and having
the opportunity for scientific thought to germinate in
our young minds. Moreover, our Turkish lecturers were
also appointed with special care and therefore there
emerged the possibility for Istanbul University and the
world culture to go hand in hand.
However, the university was on the bottom line of
poverty financially and in terms of apparatus: today’s
main building was the only building housing the Faculty
of Law, the Faculty of Economics, the Institutes, some
classes from the Istanbul Faculty of Medicine,
laboratories, the Rector’s Building, the Offices of the
Dean’s of the Faculties etc. Since only the walls of the
building were built of brick and its entire interior was
wooden, there had always been the hazard of a fire.
Those are the circumstances under which we found
the possibility to study law with the greatest scholars
of the subject.
Mr. Rector asked me to relate to you in five minutes
some of my memories because I, just like my other
friends, was once the Faculty Dean. Actually, there is
not much to be told in five minutes. It is not possible,
of course, to tell you in five minutes the incidents we
have witnessed, to draw the portraits of the individuals
we met, the adventures we had as lecturers and
students within more than a 60-year history of the
university.

President Ýsmet ÝNÖNÜ’s starting the first democratic
movement in the single party era with the speech he
made to the staff members and the students from the
window in the middle story of the University Main
building and his address on the subject.

stems from the devotion of the majority of the staff
members and the students of this establishment to
the Republic, to its principles, and primarily the principle
of secularity and their always being the defenders of
these principles.

The patriotic attitude of our university in a time when,
as a result of the Montreux Agreement, the complete
Turkish sovereignty over the straits and their armament
was celebrated in great joy.

As I end my speech, I would like to mention one of
my services, which would indeed be seen as something
trifling today: in 1946 the university sent me and a
few associate professors to the USA in order to do
academic research for two years. Of course, we had,
consequently, our share of American university life.
By the way, my primary concern was the
accommodation and catering services given to the
students. Yet, while I was the Dean, the catering for
the students was never taken into consideration by
the university. During my Deanship, the University
Budgeting Commission would invite the deans as well,
ask them questions and determine their wishes about
catering for the students. On being invited, I went to
Ankara and I first visited the president of the Budgeting
Commission and asked him to include an allowance in
our university budget that would enable student
restaurants to be built. He told me, “The budget has
just been settled, it is hard to get a new allowance.
However, there is a parliament member, a retired
admiral, with good intentions on these issues. Talk to
him, would you? Maybe we can do something about
it.” When he told the situation to the retired admiral
parliament member, the latter was extremely glad.
He said, “Let me see how we can persuade Mr. Sait
Naci, General Manager of Budgeting and Financial
Control.” During the commission meeting, I asked
permission to speak and, though I cannot remember
exactly, I think I asked for TL 200.000 for the university
restaurants. Mr. Sait Naci assumed a negative attitude
right away. The admiral parliament member said to
him, “Mr. Sait Naci, this points out to such a crucial
matter that we shall sell our jackets if need be and
give this money.” The allowance was granted. However,
on arriving at the university, we saw that there were
neither halls nor kitchen. For this reason, we reached
an agreement with a restaurant in Beyazýt, printed
some coupons and gave them to the students to meet
some of the money they were to pay. Now you would
evaluate this event as a mere trifle. Yet, under the
circumstances of that time it was a great move
expressing a change in mentality.

Istanbul University during the April 28 and May 27
events.
The relations within the university due to the preparation
of the principal preparations of the 1961 Constitution
in Istanbul University.
The services of our university during the process of
the government’s re-organisation after May 27.
The outbreak of the 147s event as an act against the
university and the sturdiness our university showed
to do away with this disastrous event.
The unpleasant incidents occurring especially at the
Faculty of Medicine following the removal of the results
of the 147s event.

What have we not witnessed in the years when I was
working at the university?
The issues, fights and arguments of the time until
1946 when the University was seen as a chamber of
the Ministry of National Education.
Sr. Prof. Dr. Sýddýk Sami ONAR preparing the first Law
of Universities in 1946 and we, that is the young
associate professors’, assisting him.
In 1953, scholars who had been my teachers electing
me Dean when I was just a 35-year-old professor and
my finding out through investigations that Ben GURION,
the founder of Israel, had enrolled in the Faculty of
Law by presenting a fake diploma and my giving the
copies of the document to the Israeli representatives.
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The student movements that came to the foreground
as a result of different motivations during the 1968s
and the efforts of the university to return to a regular
academic life.
Irresponsible groups attempting to intrude on the
university.
The services of our university in the making of all the
laws during the Republican period and the continuation
of those services today.
I mention here the headings of some events and the
fact that we each have some personal memories in all
of them. All these events should be written down
objectively by the staff members concerned and should
be published.
While all these events were taking place, the attitude
of our university, of which we will always be proud,
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ear Rectors, Distinguished Guests, Dear
Colleagues, and Students
I entered the Faculty of Economics, which was founded
in 1936, in 1938 and graduated in 1942. Most of the
lectures were given by German professors. Our Rector
was Ord. Prof. Cemil Birsel. In his opening speech at
the beginning of the 1938- 1939 school year, he showed
us a tin biscuit box and told us that Muhlis Bey, the
Minister of Agriculture, had sent a sample of the first
tea that was produced in Turkey, and added that he
would serve this particular tea during the party that
he was going to give for the best students of the
Faculty. I always remember this.
In 1943, I became the assistant of Ord. Prof.Ömer
Celal Sarc, who was the Dean of the Faculty of
Economics, and two times the Rector of the University.
In those days there were five faculties in Istanbul
University: the Dean of the Faculty of Medicine was
Ord. Prof. Muhittin Erel, that of the Faculty of Law was
Ord. Prof. Sýddýk Sami Onar, the dean of the Faculty
of Science was Ord. Prof. Fahir Yeniçay, that of the
Faculty of Letters was Ord. Prof. Hamit Onguman, and
that of the Faculty of Economics was Ord. Prof. Ömer
Celal Sarc. When the Faculty of Forestry was added,
the number of the faculties became six. The six knots
on the emblem of the University symbolize these six
faculties.
In November 1946, on a military cargo ship that was
collecting Americans who were in Mediterranean ports
and thus came to Istanbul, surgeon Assistant Professor
Feyyaz Berkay, Dr. Talia Bali Aykan from the Faculty of
Medicine, Assistant Professor Sulhi Dönmezer from the
Faculty of Law, Assistant Professor Sabri Ülgener from
the Faculty of Economics and myself went to America
after a fifteen days sea voyage. We went to different
colleges in the United States of America. I went to
Columbia and Chicago Universities. I came back to
Turkey in April 1950 and became an assistant professor
in November 1950. I became a professor in 1959. Then
I was elected the Dean of the Faculty of Economics.

U n i v e r s i t y

I am a witness of the university events that took place
in 1960, and saw, through the windows of the Faculty
of Economics, that the Rector Sýddýk Sami Onar was
wounded in the garden. The events were getting worse.
The country was under martial law. The Senate was
meeting again and again. The petitions of disapproval
were written by a group of officers on May 26. They
collected the petitions. While we were nervous about
what may happen to those who wrote these particular
petitions on the following day, the officers said, “do
not worry”. Later on we learned that the young officers
had made an oath to unity, in a position like the one
that can still be seen on the figure standing in the
garden of the University. Early in the morning we
listened to Alpaslan Türkeþ who informed us that the
military forces had overturned the government.

because the ones who became assistant professor never
left the University and the professors did not retire. The
assistant professors, who were getting old, convinced
the young officers who overthrew of the government to
pension off 147 professors. Those were painful and
difficult days. We were forced not to appoint new
professors to the positions of the retired professors in
the Senate. But we could not resist for a long time.
These positions were filled. The old professors, who
hoped for reorganization, grew desperate. They were
scattered. Thankfully Ýsmet Ýnönü, as the prime minister
of the new coalition government, gave 147 new positions
to the University so that the old professors came back
to work. The reason why I told this is as follows: Sýddýk
Sami Onar used to say, “do not get in touch with
politicians in order to change Act 4936 because you can
lose much if you do that” to remind that our University
went through hard times, it is important to find a solution
to urge academics to stay in the same university and
to emphasize the importance of a relationship between
various universities as well as a relationship between
the university and the outside world.
I worked for the foundation of the Faculty of Business
and Administration in 1968. The same year I became

the founding Dean of the Faculty. For two terms I was
the Dean of this Faculty. Except for two years, from
1959 to 1986, in other words for 24-25 years, I was
a member of the Senate as either Dean or Senator.
The Senate met every Thursday between 14.00 and
20.00 or 21.00. The Senate discussed the promotions,
nominations and regulations that are related to each
and every faculty, and each dean and senator of a
faculty had the right to voice his opinion on the
problems of other faculties.
We watched with great pain the university events that
occurred in 1968 and afterwards, the occupation of
the university building for fifteen days, and the fact
that the courses were interrupted because of these
events. I will never forget the senate meetings that
took place in Baltalimaný in order to protect them from
the students’ raids.
In short, I usually think about the good sides of my
university life that started in September 1938 when
I first entered as a student and ended in July 1986
when I retired. I wish health and success to my young
friends. I thank you all for listening to me.

Let me open a parenthesis: During the Constitutional
Era, University Autonomy (Darülfünun Muhtariyeti)
was accepted after debates, in which Ziya Gökalp
played an important role. This autonomy was abolished
with the university reform in 1933. The university
autonomy was again accepted in 1946 with Act 4936
as a result of Prof. Tevfik Salim Saðlam’s friendship
with Ismet Ýnönü and through his personal efforts. It
was decided that there would be one professor in
ordinary, three professors, three assistant professors
and five assistants in each chair of the faculties. As
the autonomous university’s first rector Sýddýk Sami
says, the assistants were going to leave the university
as soon as they became assistant professors, thus
there would be a group of assistant professors outside
the university. These assistant professors were going
to find jobs in the following: the ones from Medicine
in state hospitals; the ones from Law in criminal court,
trade courts and the Court of Cassation; the ones from
Economics in banks. The best qualified ones among
the assistant professors in this group would be chosen
for places on the staff list. But this never happened.
There were not any empty places on the staff list
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istinguished Rectors, Dear Guests,

Dear Students,
From among the numerous memories of the 60 years
spent at the University founded by Atatürk, the founder
of the Turkish Republic, I will tell you only one, which
is about the reason of the 1968 events, due to its
historical importance. In the year 1966, the Senate
of Istanbul University discussed the limitation of the
endless exam rights of students. A commission, the
members of which were Prof. H. Vehbi ERALP, the
Dean of the Faculty of Letters, Prof. Cihat ABAOÐLU,
the Dean of the Istanbul Faculty of Medicine, and me,
was constituted in order to prepare a report concerning
this subject. The commission prepared its report in
parallel with the inclinations of the Senate. This report
brought to the students the obligation of graduating
from university in a period which was at most twice
the duration of the faculty they attended. As for the
former students, they were given the right of two
more extra years. The Senate accepted this report
after negotiations. Afterwards, Prof. H. Vehbi ERALP,
the chairman of the commission, made a speech
asking, “Colleagues, will you be able to be courageous
enough to stand by this decision?” The Senate said
yes. In the year 1968, the extra two years that had
been given to the former students ended, and in the
Faculty of Law, during the June exams, nearly 500
students lost their status as students. These students
gathered by the Beyazýt Tower, and they were led first
by a student from the group and then by another
student from the opposing group ending up with the
events. The experienced Dean, H. Vehbi ERALP had,
at the beginning, foreseen the possible results of the
decision and put forward his warning. And I leave the
rest to you for you to comment upon.

Istanbul University Prof. Dr. Cemil Bilsel Conference Hall
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ear Guests, Distinguished Colleagues;

Today, while commemorating the 550th anniversary of
the foundation of Istanbul University, we, having
fulfilled all our duties for the universities in Turkey to
reach their present situation, are feeling happy and
at ease.
Istanbul University has not only presented ten
thousands of young people to the service of our country,
but also has been the founder of many distinguished
universities in Turkey. For example, The Istanbul Faculty
of Medicine founded the Bursa Faculty of Medicine,
and the Cerrahpaþa Faculty of Medicine founded The
Edirne Faculty of Medicine. Our university has
contributed a lot to the development of those faculties
into universities by providing them with academics.
Today, various opinions and suggestions concerning
the joining of Turkey into the European Union are
being put forward among our public. Various faculties
of Istanbul University have already been working in
co-operation with various European universities for
nearly thirty years. For example, The Istanbul Faculty
of Medicine started to work in close cooperation with
the Munich and Vienna Faculties of Medicine years
ago, and in one of those years, six or seven academics
of our faculty went and taught at those faculties, and
the following year, academics from those faculties
came and taught at our faculties. The important thing
here is that all those acts of co-operation between
those universities were based upon equal conditions.
We would like to see that the same principle of equality
can be the base of our negotiations with Europe, and
that a co-operation based on mutual friendliness and
respect can exist in our relationship, and, consequently,
that our national pride will never be hurt.
I would like to present you all my regards and my
wish to be together in many more anniversaries of
Istanbul University.
Istanbul University, Prof. Dr. Cemil Bilsel Conference Hall, the studens of Mimar Sinan University, State Conservatory
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H

is Excellency Mr. President, Rector, Distinguished
Guests and Members of our university,
Today we are celebrating the 550th anniversary of the
establishment of Istanbul University. Compared to this
long historical period, the time we have spent under
this roof is probably shorter than the blink of an eye.
Nevertheless, it is a fact that we have significant
recollections of that short time. Within the limited
period of time that has been reserved for our speeches
I would like to relate to you a short recollection of
mine.

the tough side of life and he busies himself by trying
to construct a small poultry house. I would like to
thank Rector Kemal ALEMDAROÐLU who, at every
opportunity, displays his politeness to those who have
retired from our university and, felicitating the 550th
anniversary of our university, I express my best
regards.

Members of the European University Association
(previously named CRE) were on a visit to our
university. I stood for the rector at the reception that
we gave for our guests, and, as I was the rector's
representative, I had invited some of our professors
who were alive. Among them was my professor Ekrem
Þerif EGELÝ. He said, "Erol, how did you come up with
the idea of inviting us? I am very happy." Twenty-five
years later, I am experiencing the same happiness
now. My student, dear Kemal ALEMDAROÐLU gave
me a chance to speak on this special day. I am thankful
to him.
The happiness I am feeling at this moment reminded
me of one of Aziz Nesin's anecdotes and gave me a
little warning: Murtaza retires from the land registry.
His friends give a nice farewell party for him and make
Murtaza very happy. Murtaza cannot wait to visit his
friends again. He goes back for some occasion and
his friends welcome him sincerely and invite him to
lunch, happy reminiscences are shared and Murtaza
leaves very happily. He goes back to see his friends
at the first opportunity, this time they do not ask him
out for lunch but offer him tea and coffee. "They were
probably very busy," says Murtaza to himself. The
next time he goes there, his friends say "Murtaza,
welcome," calling to him seeing him through the open
doors as he passes through the corridors but they do
not take any further interest in him. That day Murtaza
goes home disappointed; it is the first time he sees
Istanbul University, Prof. Dr. Cemil Bilsel Conference Hall, the studens of Mimar Sinan University, State Conservatory
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Istanbul University is the concrete edifice of the intellectual
efforts for the Turkish revolution, science and
enlightenment. During the period that followed the
university reform (1933) and lasted more than a quarter
of a century, Istanbul University became the first and
only establishment that created and transmitted scientific
and intellectual production. The university reform is
actually an intellectual and scientific revolution. Those
who took part in this academic revolution are first, Atatürk,
who activated the revolution, the idealist scientists,
philosophers and politicians around him and a handful of
academics and philosophers who have identified
themselves with and continued this intellectual movement.
As a nation we owe them gratitude.

When it was time for the clinics, which could also be called
the travelling (mobile) period, our route was through Þiþli,
Beyazýt, Cerrahpaþa, Çapa, Bakýrköy and sometimes Gülhane
(Salkýmsöðüt). Our means of transport was by tram, by
train but most of the time on foot.

Prof. ARNDT (Chemistry): Arndt used to lecture in fluent
Turkish. I got to know Prof. Arndt during my years of
being an assistant while I was taking Arndt’s courses. In
Prof. Neumarks’s terms, Arndt was a real linguistic genius.
The professor’s thorough knowledge of chemistry and
his power of teaching even the most complicated subjects
were unique. In one of the sessions Arndt was lecturing
on oxygen. Therefore, after having mentioned the great
French chemist Lavoisier, Atndt said, “However, French
chemistry is still where Lavoisier has left it.”

I tried to form myself in this atmosphere in which I was
a student between 1940 and 1946. Until the 1990's I
worked and continued my academic life as assistant,
assistant professor and professor. I would like to relate
some incidents from the past.

During the first year at Zeynep Haným Konaðý, I used to
attend from time to time the courses of the well-known

In the main building in the main campus there was Hall
6 on the first floor and courses such as Physiology (Prof.
H. WINTERSTEIN and Prof. Cenap BERKSOY), Biochemistry
(Prof. F. HAUROWITZ), Microbiology (Prof. H. BRAUN,
Ziya ÖKTEM and Ömer ÖZEK), Public Health (Prof. HIRSH
and Muhittin EREL) and Pharmacology (Prof. Nabi
KASTARLAK and Assist. Prof. Reþat GARAN) were given
in that hall and sometimes they were scheduled in the
afternoon. If one had returned tired from the clinic, the
only way to keep one’s eyes open was to take notes.

I would like to relate shortly some of what I remember
about people and characters.

istinguished Rectors and Guests,

As a student: My recollections and observations of this
period are mostly related to the faculty of medicine. Our
place of education during this time, during the first three
years, was generally the building called Zeynep Haným
Konaðý which was in Beyazýt, Vezneciler where the Faculty
of Letters and Science stood as part of the "established
educational system". Unfortunately, this building was
burnt in a fire in 1942 or 1943. In the great hall of Zeynep
Haným Konaðý we took experimental physics, organic and
inorganic chemistry courses from Prof. Dember and Prof.
Breuch. The lessons were in German and translated into
Turkish. Being a remarkable experimental physicist, Prof.
Dember used to show us and make us understand many
experiments on electricity, optics and mechanics in that
great hall. He still remains in our memories as a didactic
teacher. The first time we heard of Einstein was from
him, and we tried to learn the general information about
Einstein's work from him. The second place where we
studied was the Biology Institute, modern for that time,
in Süleymaniye. Both theoretical and demonstrative data
was given to us by our teacher of botany Prof. Heilbronn
and our teacher of zoology Prof. Kosswig. Prof. Kosswig
was a real eminent scientist of many talents and a very
pleasant person. His interest in our country is worth
remembering with gratitude. He can be seen as the
founder of the Bird Park in Western Anatolia.

U n i v e r s i t y

native and foreigner teachers who lectured at the Faculty
of Letters. Among these people, Prof. Von Aster who
taught history of philosophy and Mr. Mazhar Þevket who
translated his lessons expertly, Prof. Mükremin HALÝL,
who had a miraculous memory, and his lessons, Prof.
Ahmet Hamdi TANPINAR still retain their places in my
memory. I got to know Ahmet Hamdi TANPINAR closely
during the later years. I have always taken interest in
him not only as a poet and a writer but also as a welllearned intellectual and a philosopher because of his
learning, his knowledge of history and his intellectual
capacity. Meanwhile, in the later years, I got the chance
to know Prof. Hilmi Ziya Ülken closely too. He was an
exemplary person, a prolific philosopher and scientist
who dwelt very thoroughly on his subject in the last fifty
years of our history of thought.
During the pre-clinic period, we used to take our courses
and practice in the main building and in the Institute of
Morphology, which was quite a modern building and a
new construction in the main campus (the campus in
Beyazýt, in which the Istanbul University Rector’s Office
now stands). Our teachers who taught Anatomy (N. A.
BERKOL, Zeki ZEREN), Histology and Embryology (T. R.
ÖRENSOY, T. PETERFÝ), General Pathology-Physiopathology
and the Institute of Cancer (Prof. OBERNDORFER, Prof.
Sedat Tavat) and Pathological Anatomy (Prof. Ph.
SCHWARTZ, Prof. Besim Turhan RENKLÝ) were enthusiastic
and well-learned teachers.
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Prof. SCHWARTZ: This person was a perfect teacher,
enthusiastic about his courses and subject. Schwartz was
very intelligent, well learned, and a perfect organizer.
Schwartz’s lessons were translated into Turkish but he
used to listen to the translation as carefully as the students
and at times tried to explain in Turkish what the translator
was saying in Turkish. I think Prof. Schwartz’s character
has been very important among the factors that have
drawn many worthy people with an inclination towards
Pathological Anatomy and they later became assistant
professors or professors in that department.
Prof. E. FRANK: Frank was an original clinician, with the
character of a mature, well learned and continuously
improving scientific researcher. His lessons were
extraordinary and really original. Prof. Frank is one of
the few people in the department of Internal Diseases
who has tried to insert into our academic lives the
motivation of research.
Prof. HAUROWITZ: The aim of this truly eminent scientist
who was one of the leaders of antibody chemistry in the
world of biochemistry was to teach, but to teach as much
as was necessary and enough. I guess after the second
year Haurowitz had succeeded in teaching his courses in
Turkish. The fact that Haurowitz has been awarded with
the Paul Erlich award in the United States of America
where Haurowitz went after leaving Turkey reflects
Haurowitz’s scientific level.
Prof. Akil Muhtar ÖZDEN was not my teacher at the
faculty; however, because he often came to the institute
in the first year that I was an assistant in the treatment
clinic and in pharmacology I met him personally and got
to know him and was able to listen to his advice. Prof.
Özden is outstanding in pharmacology with his original
discoveries, he is a very attentive and well-learned clinician
and he is the person who established treatment as a
separate discipline in Turkey. Moreover, Prof. Özden, as

a philosopher, has a special place in the last fifty years
of our world of philosophy. His work called Ýlim Bakýmýndan
Ahlak (Morality from the Point of View of Science) made
a great impact on Turkish philosophy in the years it was
published.
Prof. Sedat TAVAT was full of scientific enthusiasm and
love. He was an unusual character who did not say “I
know,” but who could say, “I know this”; and he was
exemplary in scientific tolerance. The person who
established Physiopathology as a science and doctrinal
department in Turkey is Sedat Tavat; and he is a worthy
successor of Prof. Akil Muhtar Özden.
When we come to my teacher Reþat Garan I can say that
he was a mature and well learned, perpetually polite
doctor, researcher and scientist. When he was lecturing,
he would walk from one end of the dais to the other and
always keep in motion. Due to this, students would
describe his habit as “journey in my room”.
I knew Prof. Ekrem Þerif EGELÝ closely. His knowledge
was solid like a concrete construction, and he was a rare
clinician who could easily insert developments and
improvements into this solid construction. He was intelligent,
civilized, and both hard and gentle at the same time. An
anecdote is told about Prof. Egeli and Reþat Garan: They
meet at the door of an elevator. Who is to go first into the
elevator becomes a problem. As Reþat Garan says, “Please,
you first, sir,” and insists, “You go ahead, Reþat” repeats
Ekrem Þerif several times. When he sees that Reþat Garan
would still not get into the elevator Ekrem Þerif says “Go
ahead, Reþat!” with a commanding voice and Reþat Garan’s
answer to him is: “El emr-ü fevkal edeb” which means
“command is superior to manners”.
I attended Prof. Neþet Ömer’s classes for two years in the
hall in the old building in Cerrahpaþa, seeing that he was
a confident, witty, interesting man who worried but did
not hurt one, and whose lessons were fun. He usually
came in late and went out of the lessons late. Therefore,
the teacher of the next lesson would have to wait at the
door of the hall sometimes for 3-5 minutes and sometimes
5-10 minutes. One of these teachers was our Ocular
Diseases teacher Naci BENGÝSU. When one day Neþet
Ömer realised the situation, while Naci Bengisu was waiting,
he turned to Osman Barlas who was standing behind him
and said, “Osman, Naci has written a 300 page book on
the eye, which is only the size of a walnut. What do you
think is written in that book?” and made us laugh.
Prof. Kazým Ýsmail was man of eloquence, which was
even more evident because of his knowledge and learning;
he was really an original man who could not be forgotten.
He would be one of the most distinguished people in any
surrounding. I cannot forget his speech in French, at the
meeting at the Athens University in 1970, about the
reactionary movements.
And, moreover, my most unforgettable and supreme
recollection, which gives me both honour and pain, is the
fact that I have seen Atatürk. I saw him close up twice.
His smiling, bronze coloured face and his blue eyes are
still before my eyes, as if it was just yesterday; I greeted
him and bid him farewell on his journey to eternity as
well. When I was passing in front of his coffin in
Dolmabahçe and when he was being put on the torpedo
boat called Zafer from Sarayburnu quay, I watched him
with tears in my eyes. Seeing him and bidding him farewell
are unforgettable memory for me.
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D

istinguished Guests,

I greet all of you with respect. I take great pleasure in
greeting you on the 550th anniversary of the foundation
of Istanbul University, which is our source of pride, starting
with the conquest of Istanbul, and in expressing my
opinions briefly on the universities, the university of the
21st century. We have been highly pleased with the
attendance of our distinguished guests to this meeting
as it is a fine indication of the value attached to the
University of Istanbul, its status and its scientific reputation.
Istanbul University has educated virtually all the staff
who have contributed to the Republic since the foundation
of the Republic, in other words since the re-structuralization
of the university phenomenon in Turkey. What we call
the Republic is a great transformation in Turkey. A new
state has been founded. Every constituent of this state
is new. The law system is new. The institutions are new.
The staff of all these institutions have been educated by
this huge institution.
Today, with nearly 50,000 students, it strides on its route
as a home of science and knowledge. The point it has
reached is more historical than its destination point. The
conquest is celebrated. The 550th anniversary of the
conquest of Istanbul is celebrated in Turkey on the 29th
May. If this event has been celebrated for 550 years,
then it means there is something important in it. Here,
the conquest signifies a message. The conquest means
the closing of an old era and the opening of a new era.
In the last 2000 years in world history, we have witnessed
the successive effects of the Roman, Byzantine and the
Ottoman Empires. This is essentially what you will see
in Istanbul or in many other cities administered by the
Ottoman Empire; The Ottomans had tolerance and
lenience, apart from respect for the good.
Culture is not in the possession of only one nation. Culture
is universal; culture can only be contributed to. The
culture formed by the Roman Empire was added to by
the Byzantine and the culture formed by the above two
empires were contributed to by us. Istanbul is a typical
example for this. You can see the varieties and the works
of the above civilizations in rapid succession. You are the
ones who will have to interpret this. And now for Istanbul
University: The university phenomenon in our culture

and history starts with the foundation of the madrasah.
Naturally I am not going to discuss the distinction between
the madrasah and university here, but the foundation of
a scientific institution based on positive disciplines does
not date back to a very long time in terms of the western
understanding of university.
When we go down to the roots of the university; if we
take the University of Bologna as the oldest university
in the world, we have to accept that it has a historical
background of more than 1000 years, or if we take Paris
University, we can see that it also dates back to
approximately 1000 years, or when you take the others,
you will encounter a similar picture, however the institution
what we call university as the source of higher sciences
offered religious education at the beginning. Besides,
humankind naturally cannot help their curiosity, they
want to know about cosmology, space sciences,
mathematics, medicine. In the context of university,
Darülfünun (the university of the period) was founded in
1846 in Turkey, this means that madrasahs in Turkey
were turned into Darülfunun in 1846 which was
transformed into a university in 1933.
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In the 1950s there were three universities in Turkey:
Istanbul University, Istanbul Technical University and
Ankara University. In 1960s the number of universities
in Turkey reached 7. In 1992 there were 29 universities,
whereas in the year 2000 there were 72 universities;
while Turkey could only educate 4% of the young
generation who reached the age of admittance to university
in 1965, now our country can educate 32% of the same.
If you ask what we wish to do with so many universities,
here is the answer; only 9 out of 100 children who started
elementary school in 1990 will be able to receive a
university degree. We are not going to be satisfied with
this figure, because it is not possible to institute a
contemporary society with 9 children out of 100. If you
wish to have a contemporary society, you need to have
a contemporary university; a contemporary university is
the driving force of a society. To this end are the universities
founded, a contemporary university is not only the driving
force, but also the lighthouse of the society. If one loses
one’s way at sea by any reason whatsoever, one is going
to seek the lighthouse. It is the lighthouse that will show
the direction. We need this because the Turkish Republic
is a contemporary republic. The great hero Atatürk founded
the Turkish Republic according to the needs and
requirements of this age, everything is contemporary,
every single act is contemporary, it was contemporary
and it will continue to be contemporary.
Today in year 2003 approximately 1 million and 978
thousand students aged between 18 and 21 who have
reached the age of university in Turkey receive a university
education. Now, what was the situation at the founding
of the Republic? There were only 2900 persons being
given a university education then, now this number has
reached 2 millions. The difference is great. While there
were 300 lecturers in the universities, now there are 70
thousand lecturers. As the secular republican university
of Turkey, the university of a democratic, contemporary,
secular country, it is the most important project of the
Turkish Republic. I have been in the service of this country
for 50 years. I have served for many promising projects
that were planned. I have served for the construction of
many huge works, works of engineering, but I think the
most important service of all is the support we have
provided for the Republican University, that’s why I am
here. I know that it is not an easy task to found a
university, and when you attempt to found a university,
how will you find the lecturers, how will you find the
buildings, how will you find the laboratory, how will you
find the money and many other things. The problem is
not in taking the university phenomenon seriously or not.
However, in my country 40 children out of 100 go to
elementary school in order to go to the university. You
will ask why 40 out of 100, and not 35? Because this is
the contemporary world standard, if we want to set up
a contemporary society, we will have to comply with the
criteria. This is not the duty of the politician; this is the
duty of the scientist, the administrator, and the allies of
the country. And each university shall be independent.
Only a dependent university gives education in science.
It is not easy to deviate from science. However, in my
opinion, the function of the university is not only science.
No independent university can take place in a country
which is not independent. You can easily see the examples

where the university and the governmental administration
are in conflict or contradiction. If you are comfortable
with the idea of an independent university, then it is not
possible for the nation to have conflicts with the university.
In my opinion, you should not get lost, because if you
want to find the right way, the minds must be independent.
If you want to see students graduate from that university,
if you want the scientists of that university to set forth
some new ideas for the future, if you want discovery,
then it should be noted that these can only take place
in independent universities. That’s why an independent
university can take place only in a democratic country.
The Turkish Republic has instituted a great democracy in
the last century and despite all shortcomings, it has
developed an independent university of which we can be
proud today. Let every single person see the universities
that are being founded. I was personally at Harran
University in Þanlýurfa three days ago on the 27th of this
month together with Rector of Ege University, and a day
earlier, I was at the Black Sea Technical University in
Trabzon, and on the 5th of this month I will be going to
the university in Kars. A university becomes wellestablished, well-instituted and perfect in 40 years. It
begins to take shape in 10 years, but if you start now,
things start to move on after 10 years. If you let 10 years
go by attempting to correct this and do that, you can
only attain your goal 20 years later. We have been
criticized, but when we did things, we said you may not
like it, but may be things may improve in time; today I
take great pleasure in the fact that many young people,
both female and male, receive an enviable university
education with great enthusiasm in our universities that
are being established. The university of the Turkish
Republic proves one more fact. One of the first and
foremost symbols of the Republic founded by Atatürk is
the role played by women in the society. There are 55
Muslim countries with Muslim societies throughout the
world. There are 1.5 billion Muslim people. Among them,
the only secular country is Turkey. Only in Turkey does
the woman have a role in the society. The woman assuming
a role in the society means that society has become
stronger. If the woman does not assume a role in the
society, do not bother to talk of a contemporary society.
If you want to talk about a contemporary society, the
woman needs to assume a genuine role, not a bogus role
in the society. I am proud of my country, because in my
country 40% of physicians are women, 50% of those
delivering auxiliary services are women and 700 thousand,
namely 40% of the 1 million 970 thousand students are
female. While I was majoring in engineering at Istanbul
Technical University there were only 6 female students,
6 females out of 1000 students.
This is a contemporary country; the university is a
contemporary university. Now I can discuss the universities
in the 21st century. If Turkey is not modern, then you
cannot talk about a modern university, and if your country
is not modern, then you don’t have too much to say
before the representatives of modern countries. It is not
easy to say what the universities will be like in Turkey
in the 21st century, it is not easy because we need to act
with prescience, but prescience has also become extremely
hard in today’s conditions. The world has entered the
21st century very beautifully, with well-planned targets.
I think the most important document at the outset of the
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21st century is the millenium declaration of the United
Nations. This declaration has proposed well-established,
correct and permanent targets and duties on what needs
to be done after discussing briefly the state of affairs in
the world. These duties are the targets that need to be
reached by the entire humankind, not the type of duties
that allow some people to work and others to relax; they
are the duties which stipulate that every householder
should clean the front of his house and encompass
cooperation and mutual support. I hope that the world
snaps out of the current contradiction of the conflicting
brains and heads towards the direction indicated by the
millennium. Today’s world is both a wealthy and a povertystricken world, and we may ask what education signifies
in a country where the income level per capita is low,
how will you explain to people what it means to receive
an education, a higher education in a world where two
billion people suffer from illiteracy. The most important
investment is the investment in the brain. If you don’t
invest in the brain, you cannot do anything. How will
you explain this, how will you explain the importance of
the human capital. You can tell none of the above to a
man suffering from hunger. Therefore, we should first
save the world from being a poor world and give a certain
direction to it, but all of the like-minded people should
first enable several billion illiterate people in the world
to become literate when we come to the year 2015
among the targets set forth for year 2015-2020. But
literacy does not suffice, literacy is the key. It is by using
literacy that you will have control over things. This is
what we call the information society, but one end of the
world is still a primitive society, the other end is information
society, we do not know what will happen tomorrow, we
do not know what conditions will arise. What essentially
creates today’s conditions is again science and technology.
What creates today’s conditions are again scientists. We
don’t know what they are going to do tomorrow, but I
would like to express some of my opinions about the
university phenomenon in the 21st century. But, before
the universities in the 21st century, we should mention
the other civilized countries of the world, what
circumstances will they be in, because it is extremely
difficult to make any speculation about the future.
Meanwhile, I would also like to add that my country was
a sick man in 1900s, namely at the beginning of the 20th
century, which means that it was a European country,
nonetheless it was 150 years behind the civilized world,
and in 20 years, in other words, within the period starting
from 1900 up to 1999, this sick man, the sick man with
a population of 12 million has become a world state with
a population of 70 million thanks to the Turkish Republic
and thanks to the torch lit by Atatürk and has been
nominated as a member of the European Union.
I am speaking before you as a citizen of one of the
European countries, and I will anticipate accordingly.
What I mean is the European country. I don’t speak of
a European country in terms of geography, but a set of
values. 99% of my nation is Muslim; the Islamic religion
of the nation does not require the adoption of the
European values. My country needs to prove this. The
republic, democracy, Islam and secularity are not concepts
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contradictory to each other, they are in harmony. That’s
why I would like to predict the good news to those who
seek a conflict of religions, a conflict of civilizations. This
is my good news, if people have such intentions, they
should see that they will come to nothing. Now, let’s
turn to the issue of how a university of the 21st century
is supposed to be. We are not always going to talk about
opportunities in other countries; my university is equivalent
to those in today’s civilized countries and can compete
with them.
Then, when I say how the university is supposed to be
in the 21st century, what I mean is the universities in the
civilized countries in the 21st century. What I mean is
whether our country will be able to manage to become
a global society in the 21st century. If it can manage to
become a global society, the circumstances will be totally
different. The university will become the university of a
global society. We say global society, but what actually
is a global society? By global society we mean a lot, not
only limited to the borders of Turkey, we mean a society
for which borders are eliminated, where people can travel
freely, where services and capital can circulate freely. If
the world can create such a society, the conditions of
the universities in such a society will be different. Now
let’s have a look at whether we can have such a society?
Let’s begin from Europe. If the European Union, with its
25 current member countries in 2010, and 28 member
countries including the Bulgaria, Romania and Turkey
which will be incorporated into this union by year 2010,
can manage to do this as a part of the global society, it
will be an amazing event. EU, which was founded with
6 members in 1958, increased the number of its members
to 15 by 16 April 2003 and has achieved certain things.
What has it achieved? It has achieved an economic union
in order to create such a society, it has achieved the
Customs Union, it has achieved a monetary union, it has
achieved a legal union. These are all magnificent
achievements. Now it has expanded by increasing its
members to 25 countries, and then it will number 28
countries, 30 countries, how will they all be managed?
This is being explored.
Imagine that this project becomes successful; if you ask
me why I hesitate to say this, I mean anything might
happen in the world, if the event that took place on the
11th of September 2001 in USA hadn’t happened, the
world would have taken a different shape today. The
world is full of uncertainties. The state which is subject
to these uncertainties is exposed to considerable
prejudices, it needs to free itself of all the uncertainties,
the case is the same with EU, if EU can manage this
rational logic, the children, citizens of the member
countries will be citizens of their own countries in the
first place. And then they will be citizens of the EU. If
the things provided by this union can also be provided
globally, then one can become a citizen of the world.
Now let’s imagine this becoming real. A global society
has been instituted. In this global society every member
embraces each other. Embrace with affection. Embrace
with justice. The people of such society are always the
citizens of their own countries within the society. Then,

they are the citizens of the EU countries in their region.
Then, they are the citizens of the world. In order to create
a society, the young to be educated, the young to be
educated by the education system and then the young
to be educated by the universities will become the citizens
of their own countries in the first place. The conditions
for the citizenship of their respective countries have been
changed. “Education” is the first and foremost objective,
because what we are talking about is a multi-cultural
society. It is not certain what shape the state of the
nation will take. What is important in a grand society is
citizenship. In other words, the concepts of religion,
language, and race will be set aside, and the people of
a country will be bound to the concept of a social
constitution with their respective rights and duties. If
such a university, or to put it better, if such a global
society is instituted in such time, then the constitution
will become socialized, will become a multi-cultural society.
Another event is the market economy. Today’s world is
based on 3 foundations. One of them is democracy. The
other is human rights, and the last, but not least, is the
market economy.
Essentially 140 countries out of 189 countries in the world
have adopted democracy. Democracy cannot be interpreted
arbitrarily according to people or countries, there may
be certain differences in the administrative staff, in the
values or in the institutions, but the basic principles are
the same everywhere. The democracy adopted by 140
countries is standard, it is not diverse. The entire 140
countries are all free, they are free and independent in
all issues, they have adopted independent elections, and
it is an important step to agree on election for all issues.
If everything can be managed to be executed through
the right of election, it means that the country in question
entitles its citizens the possession of its respective rights.
It is not sufficient to let the citizens of a country or the
citizens of the world go wherever they like, to say you
have this and that right, the country in question has to
take care of those bearing their respective rights. When
one claims rights, then one has to take responsibilities
for those rights, if this is not the case with everyone, it
is not possible to realize democracy. This is, in my opinion,
the principal issue, and this is a duty. Today human rights
exist essentially in the world in a refined manner. And
each country will see to human rights. And each country
will not do this in order to satisfy another country, it will
see to it in order to take care of the rights of its citizens.

and destitution we need to employ the resources efficiently
and to create new resources. And this is produced by
human capital. It will go down to the power of the citizen,
and will make both itself and the country rich. This will
arise from the following conditions. The state shall set
forth conditions. The first thing that the state should
provide is peace and trust. Nothing else, but it has to
provide them by democratic means. When providing
peace and trust, the first and foremost condition stated
by EU is the correction of the system at police quarters,
the correction of the system in jails and acceleration of
our jurisdiction. Can you object to them? The second
condition is the determination of your borders, and the
third is law. The fourth condition is literacy, and the fifth
is instituting an overall and thorough health system. If
somebody can do this, let him do it. Do not let the
environment be polluted and, what is more, let your
people break away from the fear of the future,
unemployment and social security.
Today in the world there is another important event and
that is ageing. In my country the average life span was
40 in 1930s. Today the average life span is around 75
and the whole world is dealing with a thirtiary age. The
important thing is not only to place people over 70, 65
and over 80 and 90 in rest homes, but also to keep them
busy, to get value out of them. That’s what the state is
dealing with, that’s what the society is dealing with.
What I have tried to say above is that the universities
will be like the 21st century itself, or the 21st century will
be the way the universities would like the 21st century
to be. Therefore, when you ask the rooster, “Which comes
first, the hen or the egg?” the rooster answered “That’s
not my concern. I do what I know. ” I greet all of you
with respect.

And the third issue is the marketplace. There is a significant
point here. The attempts for development or economic
activities have altered the function of the state. In the
last 2 decades, starting from 1980s, we are face to face
with a great problem in the western countries. A man
called Adam Smith appeared. He has surpassed Marks
as well as Keynes. He said, “Let your own citizens own
their own countries.” What shall we do? We shall force
the state out of the economy, out of industry, out of
commerce. Why? What is expected? A radical productivity,
a radical efficiency is expected. Today each society has
to be efficient. Each institution of the society has to be
efficient. As generations who have emerged from poverty
Süleyman Demirel, the 9th President of the Turkish Republic and
Prof. Dr. Kemal Alemdaroðlu, Rector of Istanbul University
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Inspired by these convictions the Ministers of Education
of France, Italy, Great Britain and Germany signed the
so-called Sorbonne Decleration on the creation of a
common framework for the European higher education
system in 1998. The Sorbonne Declaration aims at:

Prof. Dr. Klaus B O R C H A R D
President of Bonn University

Many students and professors had criticized that nobody
could compare European degrees and that nobody could
compare European degrees and that there still had been
obstacles in educational mobility from one country to
another. This has to be changed in a continent that is
growing together in many other political areas!

D

istinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen
Dear Colleagues,

The Sorbonne Declaration caught the attention of almost
every country in Europe. Therefore (only one year
later), the Ministers of Education of 29 European states
signed the so-called Bologna Declaration on the creation
of a European Higher Education Area by the year 2010
in June 1999. In this Declaration the ministers confirmed
their commitment to realize.

It is a great pleasure for me to speak on behalf of the
University of Bonn here in front of such a noble audience
and to express our cordial congratulations for the
550th anniversary of this outstanding University.
The topic I was asked to speak about is such a big
subject that I will only be able to outline the greatest
challenges we have to cope with in this century.
For many countries in the world the Anglo-Saxon and
American System of Higher Education is seen as a
model for a modern, competitive and successful
Educational System. In fact there are many educational
areas where the Europeans could learn from the
American System as well. But over and above that
the different European Systems of Higher Education
have also to offer a lot to the young and ambitious
generation that is going to attend our universities in
the new century.
The character of the European Universities was formed
in a process that went on for hundreds of years. The
first European Universities in the Middle Ages came
into being in Parma (1065), Bologna (1119),
Paris(1175), Prague(1348), Heidelberg (1386),
Istanbul(1453) e.g.
According to these facts the university itself is the
European institution par excellence. It is the only
European Institution whose fundamental structure and
social role have endured, even been strengthened and
e x p a n d e d ove r t h e c o u r s e o f i t s h i s t o r y.
The university, in true fulfillment of the promise made
in its name, has gained universal acclaim all over the
world. It is distinctly European because it generates
and distributes scientific insight and methods that are
deeply rooted in the mutual European heritage and
that can be found in universities all over Europe.
Compared to these venerable places of Higher Education
like Parma, Bologna, Paris or Istanbul, my own
University in Bonn is a quite young founding. Bonn

1) increasing the convergence of general framework
conditions for study programs and degrees in
Europe,
2) creating a joint system of degrees(Bachelor,
Master, Doctor) and
3) removing obstacles to mobility of students and
professors and improving recognition of academic
degrees and achievements.

- the creation of a system of easily understandable
and comparable degrees,
- the creation of a degree system structured in two
cycles (undergraduate and graduate),
- the introduction of a credit point system (like ECTS)
- the promotion mobility by removing obstacles and
- the strengthening of European cooperation in
Quality Control
University started 225 years ago as an “Academy”
founded by the ruling archbishop and was later on refounded as a “reform university” by the King of Prussia
and his Minister, Wilhelm von Humboldt, in 1818. It
should serve the distinct purpose of combining Research
and Teaching by leading the best students up to
research projects of the best researches in a learning
fashion- that is exactly what we have been doing
successfully for the past 225 years, even under the
most difficult circumstances of a “mass university”
with almost 40.000 students. Bonn University counts
of famous scholars like Heinrich Hertz, Heinrich Heine,
Friedrich Nietzsche, Karl Marx, Robert Schumann and
Reinhard Selten who was the last of four of our
processors who were awarded the Nobel Prize.
To connect Teaching with Research was one of the
significant ideas of European Higher Education that is
worth to be kept in future as well. There are more
examples of European ideas that should survive even
this century of course. In my opinion there is a need
for both. To adjust European Universities to new needs
and new challenges but-at least as important-to keep
our European advantages and achievements.
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Such a process of building a European Higher Education
Area requires the continuing support and monitoring
again two years later. At a meeting 2001 in Prague
the Ministers of Education of-by then-33 European
Countries signed the so-called Prague Communiqué
and emphasized the objectives of the Bologna
Declaration. In addition the Ministers;
- appreciated the active involvement of the
European University Association (EUA) and the
National Unions of Students in Europe(ESIB)
- took note of the constructive assistance of the
European Commission
- commented on the further process with regard
to the different objectives of the Bologna
Declaration.
- emphasized as important elements of the
European Higher Education Area:
· lifelong learning
· involvement of students
· enhancing the attractiveness and competitiveness
of the European Higher Education Area to other
parts of the world (including the aspect of
transnational education)

The Prague Communiqué shows that the politicians
recognize that European Associations which deal with
education become more and more important. If
education policy becomes European the European
University Association and the National Unions of
Students in Europe have to be involved in these topics,
of course. In this matter the Rectors of the European
Universities are required to work together. According
to this process the European University Association,
as the representative of both the European Universities
and the national rector’s conferences, wants to be the
main voice of the higher education community in
Europe.
In addition, the European Commission becomes a
European leading agency in supporting and funding
research projects. The Sixth Framework Program for
Research & Technological Development (FP6) marks
a decisive step towards the involvement of Europe’s
research and scientific network in the transformation
of the European Union into a dynamic and competitive
knowledge-based economy. We know that the European
political leaders promised to transform the European
Union into “the most dynamic and competitive
knowledge- based economy in the world”.
But in fact the Sixth Framework Program for Research
& Technological Development is the Union’s main
instrument for the funding of research in Europe.
Proposed by the Commission and adopted by the
Council and Parliament in co-decision, it is open to all
public and private entities, large or small. And I really
believe this Sixth Framework Program will put a different
complexion on research funding in Europe. The overall
budget covering four-year period 2003-2006 is 17.5
billion €, representing and increase of 17% from the
5th Framework Program. It makes up 3.9% of the
Union’s total budget (2001), and 6% of the Union’s
public research budget. No European university and
no European research institute can overlook this
amount of anymore.
These facts are important for the current members of
the European Union of course, but also for the
designated new members.
On the next meeting of the European Minister for
Higher Education ÝN Berlin in autumn this year there
will be another opportunity to assess what has been
achieved by then. Furthermore, we have to define the
next priorities for the creation of this European Higher
Education Area. It is our task and our responsibility
to create a European Area of Education that is
characterized by success, effectiveness and attraction
towards students and researchers in the world.
Moreover, I have no doubt that the institutions of
higher education can and will play their part in
accomplishing the gigantic task of the unification and
integration of the whole Europe.
I look forward to further discussions about this subject
and thank you all for your patient attention.
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Prof. Dr. Gustaf L I N D E N C R O N A
President of Stockholm University

it is impossible to use old lectures. It is thus possible
that technical inventions will reduce teaching costs
somewhat but as long as teacher-student interaction
is important it is doubtful if it would be possible to any
great extent.

D

ear President,

Dear Rector and Distinguished Guests,

The most important external factor, however, is politics.
The political development of the world is of course
extremely difficult to predict. If the world suffers from
wars and epidemics higher education will not flourish.
But with reasonable optimism for the future, peace
and the development of modern means of
communication will promote internationalisation.

The need for higher education
It is of course always very difficult to predict future
development. If we look a century back, we would at
the beginning of the 20th century have been able to
foresee the position of higher education today. To
some extent, the universities existed also a hundred
years ago and the development of science was very
rapid. It would thus have been a safe forecast to say
that universities and science would develop even more.
But it would perhaps not have been easy to predict
either which discoveries that would have been made
or the enormous growth of the number of students.
I also doubt that the number of female students at
modern universities today would have been envisaged
at that time.
Some important external factors
Universities are organizations which have to adapt to
the ever changing realities of the world. What can we
say about the external factors that influence higher
education today and will influence in the next hundred
years? First there are all reasons to believe that we
will have an ever increasing demand for higher
education. As societies become more advanced and
more complicated, the need for educated persons will
increase. As the economic standard rises in the
developing countries, more and more people will have
the possibilities to realize their ambitions for higher
education. Many governments also nourish the ambition
of having a higher percentage of the population in
higher education. In Sweden for example the goal of
the government is that 50 % of the population shall
have begun higher education before 25 years of age.
It is now a little more than 40 %.
A growing number of students at higher education
institutions would mean increased costs. But costs will

Internationalisation

increase not only because of a growth in the student
population. Higher education is based to a large extent
on teacher-student interaction. Such interaction cannot
be rationalized to the same extent as the production
of goods. This means that the relative costs of a
university education of the type we know today will
rise.
Is there any hope that technological development will
help us to offset the impact of growing costs? It is a
question that is difficult to answer. We have already
started to use computers, videos etc. in university
education. But we have not as yet seen any substantial
reduction of costs. About 30 years ago a new university
started in Sweden. Someone came up with the idea
that all lectures should be filmed with videocameras.
In that way it was supposed new students could look
at the films on screen and that the teachers would not
be necessary. Already after one year it became clear
that the only thing to do was to throw the films in
waste paper baskets. The lectures were excellent, but
the problem was that science develops so quickly that
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Internationalisation in higher education means above
all the greater international mobility of teachers and
students and further academic exchange. International
mobility implies a common scientific language. Some
people say that mathematics is the language of science.
This might be true to some extent but it is certainly
not enough. We need one international academic
spoken language. In fact, we already have one. At our
university, Stockholm University, most theses are
written in English. 80 of our 800 undergraduate courses
are taught in English. Some other European universities
have moved even further in that direction. And we
already see that many students from the entire world
are attracted by the universities in the English-speaking
countries as Australia, Great Britain, Canada and the
United States in spite of high tuition fees.
I do not say that the English language is superior to
other languages. Personally I would have been as
happy with some other language. But we have to realize
the facts. There is no alternative to English as the
common, modern university language.
This does not mean that I believe that all higher
education shall be in English even if I believe that most
theses and scientific articles must be written in English.
The necessity to safeguard national culture implies that
teaching to a great extent must be done in the natural
languages. But it means that there will only be one
language for scientific interchange and that is English.

Internationalisation certainly also means that many
more students will study in countries other than their
native country. If the administrative problems can be
overcome they might perhaps study one year in one
country and another year in another country. Student
mobility will make it even more important for a university
to cultivate its image as a high quality institution. For
developing countries it will be important to have at
least a few high quality universities as otherwise the
risk will be great that those students who have the
possibility will study abroad and stay there.
Internationalisation also means that universities all
over the world will compete for especially gifted teachers
and researchers.
There is also a more troublesome aspect to
internationalisation. Computer based commercial
enterprises will try to reach out over the entire world
offering a curriculum that will give students some
technical knowledge but without the scientific critical
outlook that is taught at universities. Universities
should take great care to safeguard the value of their
exams and not get mixed up with such commercial
education providers.
Autonomy
Ever since the foundation of the first universities in
the Middle Ages autonomy has been a cherished goal
of universities. The right of universities to make their
own decisions has been challenged both by states,
churches and private financiers. But experience is
clear. Autonomy is a prerequisite for high quality.
The problem of course is that universities are generally
dependent on money from external sources, be it the
state, be it private donors. Universities need great
diplomacy and tenacity to cope with the problems
caused by their economic dependence. Personally I
prefer a system with state-owned universities but with
great autonomy for the individual universities. It would
be an advantage to everyone if the modern state
realized that in this way their universities would be
most productive.
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Some people who would like a tighter external control
of universities say that universities are badly managed
and that vice-chancellors and deans should not be
chosen by their colleagues and the students but be
recruited externally among administrative specialists.
Such reasoning is just an effort to confuse the issue.
It is true of course that not every professor is a
university leader. But it is enough that it is possible
to find suitable candidates among a rather big group
of university professors. There is also a difference
between being a university leader and an administrator.
The necessity of competent administrators should not
be denied and they may be hired externally if necessary.
But they should not be leaders of the university. Such
leadership requires other qualities than administrative
ones, among all to understand from experience the
rather complicated world of a modern university.
I believe that such university leadership is required
more than ever in the 21st century.
Research and teaching
Ever since von Humboldts days a close relation between
research and teaching has been regarded as a
prerequisite for a great university. Experience has
taught us that this is a most successful combination.
Research institutes without students lack the stimulus
and creativity which universities have thanks to a
steady flood of new, young talent. And university
teachers that are also researchers receive the stimulus
of being at the research frontier which they
communicate to their students. The students in this
way get teachers who are able to base their teaching
on the latest scientific results.
The problem for most universities, especially as the
university sector expands, is to find funding for enough
research. Some critics of universities then take the
position that the research interest of professors and
graduate students make them less interested in
teaching. Such people tend to forget that without
research it is very difficult to get research based
teaching and even more difficult to teach
undergraduates scientific methods. But the basic
problem of too little research remains. I do not believe
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that the solution is to have research universities and
higher education institutions without research even if
there of course will be leading research universities
and universities with less research. Perhaps the solution
is to create college institutions without research as an
intermediate stage between high school and universities
or that research universities give preparatory courses
to students before they reach the true undergraduate
level.
Anyway it is of paramount importance that undergraduate
students - whether they continue as graduate students
or not - in the 21st century acquire a true scientific and
critical way of analysing problems. If they have they
will help to develop a democratic society. Half-educated
students without such knowledge have historically
proved to be a danger in many countries.
Costs
The Achilles´ heel of universities is their need for
money both for research and education. I see no final
solution to this problem in the next century. So the
problem remains: How are universities to be funded?
As for research - and particularly fundamental research
- I believe that pluralism is the only solution, that is,
both government and private funding should be
welcomed. The more sources the better. As for
undergraduate education it will be up to the political
philosophy of each country if it will provide free tuition
and thus greater equality of chances or let the students
or their parents pay. But anyway I think it is important
that mechanisms are found to create a link between
taxes and benefits. If a country adopts a system of
high taxes and free tuition students from low-tax
countries or their government should not be able to
benefit from the free tuition of that country.
Conclusion
I definitely believe that universities will be more
important in the 21st century than ever before not
only in higher education but in society generally. But
if society is to benefit fully from its universities it must
have confidence in its universities and support them
generously.
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(First row) Prof. Dr. Mati Heidmets, Rector of Talin Pedagogy University, Prof. Dr. Boyan Bilotchev, Rector of Sophia University,
Prof. Dr. Gustaf Lindencrona, Rector of Stockholm University, Prof. Dr. Tassilo Küpper, Rector of Cologne University, (Second
row) Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Uwe Friedrich, Rector of Hildesheim University, Prof. Dr. Ali Abbasov, Rector of Azerbaijan University,
Seyfullah Çevik, Deputy Rector of Turkish-Manas University, Prof. Dr. Herbert Hager, Rector of Bodenkultur University, (Third
row) Brigitte Winklehner, Vice Rector of Salzburg University, Georghe Secona, Vice Rector of Piteþti University
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Prof. Dr. Brigitte Winklehner
Deputy Rector of Salzburg University

P

resident of the Council for Higher Education,

Rector Prof. Dr. Alemdaroðlu, and Distinguished Guests,
I would first like to thank Prof. Alemdaroðlu for having
invited us to the celebrations of the 550th anniversary
of Istanbul University.
The universities of Austria are glad to agree to cooperate
with equivalent units of Istanbul University in various
areas.
In recent years, Austrian universities have undertaken
wide ranging reforms in their organization and statutes.
These reforms are ongoing. That is why I would like
to speak here on the reforms being made in Austria
in the field of higher education.
We can say that today the entire system of higher
education in Austria is undergoing radical reforms. In
the last few years, social habits and the economy have
changed and student numbers have increased.
Therefore, reforms began during the first half of the
1990’s in universities to satisfy both the increasing
demands and to adapt to the changes. The purpose
of these reforms was primarily to introduce changes
in the university organization, and to expand the ties
between a university education and professionalism.
A lengthy, complicated process of reforms was needed
to accomplish the changes that were planned.
Alterations were made in the 1990’s in the university
organizational laws, and that was followed by
developments towards the institutional autonomy of
universities. Executive powers were transfered to the
universities from the Federal Ministry of Education,
and this enabled universities to develop in terms of
application and services. Thus, increase in productivity,
improvement in quality, and better usage of resources
were targeted.

first, intense arguments on the subject prevailed.
These were followed by a systematic change and
development in university organization. The plan was
to complete this organizational reform by the beginning
of the year 2000. This year, the newly effectuated
reform is being implemented within the framework of
this remodelling process. The reform in question aims
to transform Austrian universities into attractive and
competitive institutions within the norms of European
thought processes.
From 2004 onwards moreover, the new employment
laws will be applied in the relationship between
universities and their personnel. The jurisprudence on
issues of labour applied in commercial affairs will be
applicable in universities as well. The interests of the
members of universities will be protected by
international institutions.
The state will continue to support the universities
financially, the budget will be prepared according to
the new regulations. Similarly, the administration of
universities will be structured in accordance with the
new laws, and academic liberty will still be protected
through legislation.
These, therefore, are the areas in which reforms are
being made in Austrian higher education. Discussions
on this subject are still continuing. We can evaluate
these reforms as the most wide ranging achieved in
recent years in Austrian Universities. Moreover, these
reforms will also serve to develop our relationships
with universities in Southern Europe.
* This is short summary of the speech.

In brief, the 1990’s have been years during which
university reforms were made and promulgated. At
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31 May 2003, Prof. Dr. Brigitte Winklehner, Deputy Rector of Salzburg University (left) Prof. Dr. Kemal Alemdaroðlu,
Rector of Istanbul University (right)
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Prof. Dr. Mati H E I D M E T S
President of Talin Pedagogy University

D

ear Guests and Colleagues,

First of all I would like to thank Istanbul University
and its rector Professor Alemdaroglu for the unique
opportunity to participate in celebration of the
University`s 550th anniversary and sign a cooperation
agreement between Istanbul University and Tallinn
Pedagogical University.
Looking forward to the 21th century university I would
like to outline three keywords describing the main
pathways of development of the university education.
The first is openness. The 21th century university
should become far more open and accessible then we
have it now. By openness I mean first of all widening
doors for the new target groups and diversification of
the modes of teaching. Especially the opportunities
for lifelong learning should become accessible for more
and more groups in society. It is especially important
for countries in transition like Estonia. In spite we
have rather high formal level of education, large part
of this education, obtained during Societ period, is not
enough valid and relevant in a new situation, where
the country will hopefully join European Union. That`s
why we are rapidly developing internet based distance
learning and opening new MA programs targeted to
the groups who need retraining or further education.
This year Estonian universities established a joint
program called Estonian e-university, to combine the
resources to create a common platform for internet
based teaching. Also strenghtening applied research
and focusing it more to the developmental issues stand
as an important step towards opening universities
the needs of society.
The second keyword is quality. In a situation of open
competition only the best quality works. A month ago
six Estonian public universities signed an agreement
setting up a common quality standards concerning the
university curricula, degrees and academic positions.
This was actually the first step towards establishing
a comprehensive national quality system. I believe
that the same should happen also in a larger scale.

As we know, the quality of education will stand as a
main focus at the Berlin summit of European ministers
of education in September. Hopefully the next steps
in Bologna process towards European higher education
area will maintain its strong focus to the quality issues.
If we will be able to keep the European quality mark
at its best level, this can be the most efficient way to
compete with the universities in other regions, especially
in USA and Far East.
The third keyword is internationalization. It is hard to
be competitive relying only on anyone`s own resources,
both intellectual and financial. Joint degrees, especially
joint MA-s, networks for PhD studies, joint
professorships, all those are the landmarks for the
21th century university. The current efforts of the
European University Association to set up common
framework for the joint MA-s in Europe should be
strongly supported. The system for European-wide
recruitment of professors should also be established
with overcoming the obstacles in terms of pension
rights, health insurance and immigration procedures.
Also the problems with double-diplomas should have
its solution. In the case of Estonia, and I believe this
is the case in most countries, there are still substantial
legal barriers for such a cross-bordres academic
cooperation. Without solving these issues we will not
be able to create really efficient cooperation between
our universities.
The 21th century university is open to all its
counterparts, it is providing the best training and
research being at the same time part of an international
community of universities. I wish good luck to all of
us in moving towards this new and promising model
of academic life.
Thank you.
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31 May 2003, Prof. Dr. Mati Heidmets, Rector of Talin Pedagogy University and Prof. Dr. Kemal Alemdaroðlu, Rector
of Istanbul University, signing the agreement of academic cooperation between the two universities
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Prof. Dr. Najma N A J A M
President of Fatimah Jinnah University

D

ear President, Dear Rector,

“It is not the strongest species that survive, nor the
most intelligent, but the ones most responsive to
change.” Charles Darwin

The public sector has been unable to cope with this
demand for increased access and availability for HE,
(world-wide) and this vacuum has been filled by the
Private sector, especially in developing countries.

We live in challenging times politically, economically,
technologically, socially and- academically! These
changes are passed on to our systems of education,
especially higher education (HE).
Globalization has brought the world to our new
doorsteps, nay into our homes and institutions.
Therefore the complexity of, and challenges for higher
education multiply manifold. Now, as never before,
the role of universities and their performance has
come under much critical scrutiny, with the increasing
realization that knowledge is the key to development.
There is overwhelming evidence that knowledge-driven
economies have developed exponentially, i.e. those
which invested in training human resource are far
ahead on developmental parameters (socially and
economically) as compared to economies which depend
on natural resources. The case in point is the example
of Korea and Ghana, where Korea invested in developing
Higher Education systems from the 1950’s (increased
expenditures on HE, encouraging private institutions,
expansion of S&T education and investing in R&D).
In Korea the enrolment figures increased up to 80%
in 40 years, whereas Ghana stayed at 2%, this
difference in knowledge can be seen reflected in the
GDP (fig 1).
Therefore it is not a question of why but how soon
and how much should countries invest in HE to complete
globally.
However this needs a closer look along with other
issues facing HE today in order to effectively meet
challenges of the HE of the 21st century.

education be market driven, should universities
develop linkages with the industry or consumers,
should it be a “consumer” driven approach. If
there is a “consumer” driven approach what
would happen to innovation, creativity, and
independence of thought and action associated
with Universities (academic autonomy) with
partner links.

returning students come back to the universities
seeking additional degrees and qualification to enable
them to compete effectively, i.e. engineers seeking
MBA professional degrees; b) those who did not have
an opportunity earlier enter universities seeking higher
education or qualification, and do so now as
opportunities open up for them.

In addition, virtual universities and open universities
have, though the distance educative system, brought
some higher educative degree programs to a large
number of students, (some in inaccessible areas).
However this cannot be an option for classroom learning
and interactive teaching.
Diversification:

Issues
Massification:
With an increase in the age cohort of 17-23 there is
an increased demand for higher education. The UNESCO
report on Higher Education (1998), as well as the
World Bank Report(2001) indicate the rising need and
trend for Higher Education. There is awareness that
education is the key to raising standards of living, and
a higher degree and training more effective in obtaining
jobs/developing a career path. This is putting pressure
on the universities to open doors for more students,
sometimes beyond the capacities of the universities,
(evening programs, summer schools) etc. Universities
have been opening up higher education to the less
privileged, women, handicapped, the poor by creating
opportunities and accessibility.
In addition there is another emerging trend, that of
lifelong learning, where the older age group join or
return to universities for HE. They can be categorized
in two major groups, a) the professionals and/or the
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There is a need and demand for Universities to develop
inherent flexibility in the system to extend beyond the
structured curriculum. The Universities have to let
students develop their degrees and programs in order
to be able to be ready for the job market. The diversity
of demands comes from the environment which would
be providing job opportunities. This means that
Universities have to be in touch with and sensitive to
the needs for training required by the industry,
institutions and the future employers. The fact is that
there are graduates churned out through the doors of
universities with degrees which do not prepare them
for their future careers. If we teach courses prepared
for the 19th or 20th century, how can we expect a
citizen of the 21st century to be ready? We would like
students to be ready for the future not the past!
In addition there are emerging paradigms which
challenge the traditional paradigm of the University
as an institution of HE systems.
New Paradigms
1. Should the Universities change to meet the global
and national needs and challenges? Should

2. Should universities provide holistic education,
and/or general education or provide early
specialization. What about training citizens of
tomorrow who would be tolerant, accepting and
trained to cope with the multiplicity of religious,
political, economic and social issues.
3. Should Universities have the same governance
and management, faculty, requirement which
were acceptable in the last two centuries, or
should the universities change with new emerging
student populations, their needs, and the needs
of their countries in particular and the world in
general?
4. Should Universities remain the ivory towers of
learning, with traditions, intellectuals in pursuit
of knowledge and seekers of knowledge entering
universities to continue these traditions? Or
should Universities be sensitive to the present
and future needs. Should the responsibility for
future intellectuals or professionals be a priority,
or would there be a system to incorporate both
needs.
5. Should universities be locally based or should
there be an internationalization of higher
education, knowing that knowledge market is
emerging as a global phenomenon.
These are many challenges facing higher education in
the 21st century, and we must remember that a)
universities have been centres for innovation, creation
of knowledge, strengthening culture and language,
creating knowledge networks, centres of research,
scientists, innovators, and educators (disseminators
of knowledge), b) that the shortest time for any effect
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to trickle down for cultural and educational impact is
through investing in higher education.
The Initiatives in Pakistan
Pakistan has recognized the need for change and for
developing universities of the 21st century. The
President, General Pervez Musharraf set a National
Task Force on Improvement of Higher Education on
this task in April 2001. The Task Force met with
s t a ke h o l d e r s t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y w i t h
representatives of teachers, students, their parents,
to identify the issues and submitted its report in
September 2002. The Vision of the Task Force was
“Transformation of our institutions of HE into world
class seats of learning, equipped to foster high quality
education, scholarship and research, to produce
enlightened citizens with strong moral and ethical
values”.
Among the important reforms identified were those
of governance and management, university
autonomy(financial, academic, and administrative),
increased funding for higher education, incentives for
faculty as well as faculty development opportunities,
research support, students admission, opportunities
for industry-linkage, and support for students(those
who could not afford HE). One of the major
recommendations was the setting up of Higher
Education Commission (HEC) as an autonomous
organization with 5 major goals a) quality assurance
b) Accreditation c) Planning and development d) funding
dissemination e) and faculty development.
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advertised through various programs funds for a)
development of Universities in Science and Technology
as well as Social Sciences (faculty and institutional
development), b) faculty hiring c) massive support for
networking and computerization of universities, d)
faculty and student scholarships in CHINA, Austria,
and Germany.
In Summary, Universities have to change radically to
meet with the challenges of the 21st century. Reforms
in Universities have to follow a vision, and the visionary
has to have contact with reality on ground level. It
must be clearly understood that investments in Higher
Education provide returns for the country as well as
the HE institutions with far reaching consequences.
And increasing investments would see increasing
returns! This is the time for sharing globally and acting
locally!!
The Only Costant is Chance.

A Steering Committee on Implementation of Reforms
was established by the President Musharraf from April
2002-September 2002. The proposed Higher Education
Commission was formed and the Model University
structures proposed (which was later promulgated by
t h e P r e s i d e n t f o r Fe d e ra l U n i ve r s i t i e s f o r
implementation). Increased funding and Budget
allocation (doubled in year 2003-2004).
The government is actively interested in reforms at
the provincial and the federal levels for universities
and the higher education systems. The HEC has
31 May 2003, Prof. Dr. Kemal Alemdaroðlu, Rector of Istanbul University, (left)
Prof. Dr. Najma Najam, Rector of Fatimah Jinnah University (right)
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Prof. Dr. Ali ABBASOV

Rector of Azerbaijan State Economy University

D

ear Guests and Colleagues,

Today it is no doubt that the electronic education and
electronic training begins the main way of educational
system development in 21 th century, not only in
developed but developing countries, and all these
depend on three requirements. First of all is transfer
the mankind into information society or knowledge
society, where the information is the determining factor
and material career of the all forms of human activity,
and it is presents in electronic form from the initial
steps of its birth till its supply, including transformation,
storing and transfering.
The second one is related with the mass character of
education, where the more peoples want get high
education and last this process the whole life (lifelong
learning). At the moment in all the countries the
number of peoples, who want to take high education,
is more and more, but traditional forms and
technologies, particularly direct contact as “teacherstudent” does not have such big capacity.
And at last, the third one is related with requirements
to index “price /effectiveness” in competition on
educational market, where winner is those, who give
maximal quality of assurance of education to minimum
expenses.
Electronic education in all its demonstrations especially
distance learning, opens new perspectives and creates
additional problems in the system of higher education
in developing countries. Distance education based on
internet(probably it will be the most spreading and
chip means of access to global, cross-border system
of education, which is rich with western resources.
This is very important for technology and knowledge
transfer from one side, but from the other one it might
be dangerous for developing countries to lose customers
in open educational market.

countries from the educational system of developed
countries. In other words, “educational globalization”
as another types of globalization, has its pros and
cons for developing countries. It would be positive
output from existing situation the working out and
using of mutually beneficial and optimal international
agreements and laws, which guarantee definite level
of national developed security of low developed
countries.
It’s have to point our here one feature of electronic
education, regarding structural and methodical
transformation of high school. In the future, big
territorially great universities will be replaced the digital
and virtual geographicaly and functionally distributed
universities, where themain place will take super
computers, distributed computational complexes, etc,
electronic libraries with common distributed catalogue,
with interuniversity conferences, virtual research groups
and teachers councils, etc
All there will be main components of the activity of
such types of universities. Exactly such structures
given educational system in developing countries
additional advantages in entering high skilled teachers
and researchers from developed countries, and effective
using their libraries and educational funds, as well as
operating exchange of teaching experience. All these
problems are analyzed and considered in report widely,
and some cases from Azerbaijan electronic high
educational system, are given.

Another problems of entering into world educational
system is increasing level of dependence the developing
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31 May 2003, Prof. Dr. Ali Abbasov, Rector of Azerbaijan State Economy University (right) giving Prof. Dr. Kemal
Alemdaroðlu, Rector of Istanbul University (left) a present
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Prof. Dr. Seyfullah ÇEVÝK
Deputy Rector of the Turkish-Manas University

H

Russian and National Universities in Biþkek. We aim
to realize this with universities in Turkey and the West.
is Excellency Mr. President,

Distinguished Guests,
On behalf of Kirghizistan Tukish-Manas University, I
greet all of you with respect. On the occasion of the
anniversary of Istanbul University, with its 550 year
long and glorious past, I would like to extend our
thanks for inviting us to the Rector and the
administration of the university.
First of all, I would like to give a brief introduction to
Kirghizistan Tukish-Manas University. Our university
has been founded on the basis of the agreement
between the Republic of Kirghizistan and the Republic
of Turkey and has begun its activities in 1996 when
both countries approved the rules and regulations of
our university.
Our university is international. As regards to the type
of management, its academic and administrational
structure, and system of education, it was founded by
taking as models western universities. The Council of
Administrators run our university and the most
distinguished individuals fulfilling prominent duties in
both countries are appointed to this council. For
example, the President of Kirghizistan and the Minister
of Public Education are still members of the Council
of Administrators.
Academic personnel from the distinguished and rooted
universities of Kirghizistan and Turkey and other
countries have been appointed on annual contracts.
And our students are selected, after an examination
similar to Turkey’s “Student Selection Examination”,
from Kirghizistan, Turkey and all Turkish Republics
and communities.
In our university, issues such as the educational
methods and technology used, grades required to pass
courses, lessons taken, hours and credits, academic
evaluation, the participation of the students in
management, are adapted with an eye to the special
conditions of the country and the region by taking the

developed universities of the West and Turkey as
models. Especially in Central Asian countries, the Old
Soviet Educational System has been replaced by the
Western Educational System, and especially the
educational models in American Universities, easily
applicable throughout the world, is trying to be used
and adapted to the structure of our university. However,
a new model has to be formulated without ignoring
the cultural and traditional structures of both countries.

Kirghizistan –Turkey Manas University constitutes a
model for the changes in the educational system in
Central Asian countries developing Western education
structures. For example, the selection of students by
a central system, 4 years of bachelor’s education and
the credits system, transparency in education, libraries
and IT, and the application of the Administrative
Committee system have been approved by the
Kirghizistan Ministry of Education and Culture and
applications have been started in all universities.

In view of the wishes and commands of our honorary
Rector Mr. Askar Akayev, the President of the Republic
of Kirghizistan and Mr. Süleyman DEMÝREL, the 9th
President of the Turkish Republic who founded our
university, we sincerely believe that Kirghizistan TukishManas University will be the Harvard of the MiddleEast in the near future. And it is with this in mind that
we further all our plans and endeavors.
With this occasion, I would like to congratulate Istanbul
University for its 550th anniversary and would like to
extend my thanks and respect to you for listening to
me and the improvement of our University.

We are particularly intent on not opening academies
and departments to the graduates of which there is
scant demand. There is agerat deal of improvement
and institutionalization seen each year as regards to
transparency in education, participation, applied lessons
and training, the input of the students in the evaluation
of the instructors, the total number of credits taken
in the 4-year education and bachelor’s degree, the
number of academics per student and as regards to
quality and quantity of publications .
The working language of our university has been
accepted as Turkish-Kirghiz but also in application,
there are lessons in which teaching in English and
Russian is more productive. English will also be added
into the long-term period perspective plan.
The institution of a permanent staff, their installation
and especially the short term contracts of the academic
staff coming from Turkey constitute our biggest problems.
Until now, Istanbul University has given all kinds of
support, we are certain that it will continue to do so.
Essentially, we will improve by mutual agreement.
Our university has taken a long way in solving the
problem of accreditation and for applying the entire
Bologna criteria in our university. Many steps have
been taken concerning students taking lessons from
and student exchange programs with the American,
31 May 2003, Prof. Dr. Seyfullah Çevik, Deputy Rector of Turkish-Manas University (left), Prof. Dr. Kemal Alemdaroðlu, Rector of Istanbul
University (right), signing the agreement of academic cooperation between the two universities
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is Excellency Mr. President,

Distinguished participants,
I was enthusiastic about meeting all of you who care
for the education of new generations, and who are
responsible not only for education in the motherland
but for the future of the world civilization, and who
have a beautiful vision of multi creativity.
I would like here to point out that the news of the
celebration ceremony that has been organized on the
occasion of the 550th Anniversary of Istanbul University
was greeted with great enthusiasm and happiness in
Kyrgyzstan, especially among the scientists. This event
reminds us that in the Turkish civilization, the university
finds its roots in our ancestral traditions of spiritual
light and of spiritual culture.
In this respect, the opening ceremony that was held
on the occasion of the 550th anniversary of Istanbul
University is an important event in the intellectual and
cultural life of the Turkish World. Istanbul University
honors us with its glorious past and gives us the
opportunity to look at the futures of our countries with
optimism. This ceremony is a national celebration for
all of us. The ceremony that excites us today is the
ceremony of the intellectual spirit, Turkish culture and
at the same time a ceremony that reminds us once
more that we are responsible for the Turkish World,
Turkish Civilization and future generations.
Dear Colleagues, on behalf of Turkish-Manas University
community I would like to extend our congratulations
to the staff of Istanbul University and wish you success
in your activities for the improvement of the Turkish
Civilization.

Here, talented young people in a way acquire access
to the worlds of science, business and spirituality.
However, I think that our presence here is not just an
occasion for us to celebrate your real historical success
and to offer you our feelings of friendship.
We are now participating in the general Turkish
Intellectual Forum, in a council of the well-known
representatives of science and culture in the Turkish
World and this gives all of us the opportunity to share
our opinions concerning the conditions of the Turkish
World and Turkish Civilization today and the perspectives
of improvement, as well as the ways of development
in the radically changed circumstances of the education
system at the beginning of the third millennium.
Today, we all witness the great changes in the lives
of contemporary humanity and personally accept these
changes. The world countries and nations are
increasingly being drawn into a process of globalization
and mass communication which will cause the radical
destruction of the basis of humanity.
However all encompassing the globalization of humanity,
humanity, as always, consists of nations each of which
has its own little world, which constitutes its own little
world model, great and small ethnic communities,
original and unique civilizations, and enables humanity
to improve continuously and this has to continue.

The establishment of a contemporary University in the
city of Istanbul 550 years ago has brought a reformation
in the cultural life of the entire Turkish World.

The Turkish nations which constitute the intellectual
and spiritual genetic tissue of human civilization and
make up its original culture and unique system of
civilization in the national and cultural communities
throughout history also play an important role.

Istanbul University is at the same educational level as
Cambridge, Harvard, and Oxford Universities in the
contemporary intellectual world of today and plays a
very important role.

Thanks to the research done for years by the scientists
of the East and the West, Turkish Civilization faces
humanity in a much more evident way. We are now
well aware of the fact that the high period of Turkish
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Civilization -one of the matchless and most well
developed civilizations of that time- that was led by
Turkish nations under the governorship of first the
Turkish Khans, and later the Khans of the Uygur and
Kirghiz nations, corresponds to the 4th and 9th centuries.
This civilization gave the opportunity to the remote,
cold, and vast steppes of Central Asia to be vitalized
and attain culture. The most important thing that
Turkish Civilization offers us is the establishment of
an extremely effective system of state administration,
one that agrees with the social conditions and mentality
of the nations. The general Turkish culture that has
been founded in those ancient times with a universal
attitude, one language and one religion, unites us.
The language of literature that is common to all the
Turkish clans founded by our ancestors amazes us.
We can show the Orkhon-Yenisey, Caucasian, Eastern
European, Central Asian inscriptions extant today as
the concrete evidence of this.
“Kutadgu Bilig”, the literary poetry of Yusuf Has Hacib,
and “Divan Lügat At-Türk”, the thesis of Mahmut
Kaþgarlý on Turkish languages, constitute the next
stages of development in the Turkish culture worldwide.
There is no doubt that Istanbul University, established
550 years ago, has to be among the components of
historical development. Positioned as it is between the
East and the West, Istanbul University remains among
the most precious works of the world’s intellectual and
spiritual heritage. Students studying here receive, in
a way, access to a unique scientific world. Istanbul
University is not only a center of education, but also
one of the peerless centers of Turkish Culture.
The circumstances of a renaissance in the only Turkish
Civilization of the 20th Century occurred thanks to the
great revolutionary reforms of Atatürk and the rebirth
of the independent states of Turkish nations in Central
Asia. But because of the Turkish nations being separated
from each other for a few centuries this formation
could not progress rapidly. The mission of the young
generations of the Turkish nations has to be to realize
the Renaissance of Turkish Civilizations. Because of
this we have to improve our situation both by being
leaders in science and culture, and protecting our
united identity as a civilization. Otherwise, we will

have to face failure in terms of “social marginalization”
and become victims of the attacks of the stormy
process of the modern age. Here, it is necessary to
realize integration into the world’s intellectualeducational field. At the same time, we have to be
united together.
Under the consequences of global changes, to protect
the matchless world of Turkish Civilization, to adapt
it to the new circumstances and to provide for its
future improvement we should first of all know
ourselves, know each other and hear each other.
There is no doubt that in the culture of the Turkish
world, there are values pertaining to each individual
nation, as well as shared traditions.
And these values constitute the wealth of the entire
Turkish Civilization.
As A. Toynbee asserts, we have to accept “these values
as important and meaningful notes sang by a chorus
within a general harmonious melody, notes that lose
their sense when uttered independently from each
other”.
The futures of nations in the contemporary world have
to be determined not only according to military and
economic potentials but also with respect to intellectual
potential. The opulence of nations, reform, and the
increase of the roles of each nation in world markets
rely on the improvement of the education system.
We have to adapt ourselves to the new discoveries of
the age of information by adopting new educational
practices, though at the same time protecting and
developing the Turkish Civilization and its cultural
values. We firmly believe that Istanbul University will
act as a vanguard fulfilling important functions in the
third millennium of the Turkish World and will help to
effectuate the intellectual and cultural renaissance of
the Turkish nations.
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university-industry are new dimensions that encapsulate
the relationship between the university and social life.
New objectives should be determined and new policies
should be utilized in this perspective.

On behalf of Trakya University and personally, I
congratulate on the occasion of its 550th anniversary.
Istanbul University represents the notion and strength
of university education. I am myself a 1974 graduate
of the same university, and it is here that I completed
both my MA and PhD education. It thus constitutes
an inseparable component of my formation.

In the final declaration of Higher Education World
Conference entitled “Higher Education in the 21st
Century: Vision and Practice” held on 5-9 October
1998 in Paris by UNESCO, it has been stated that the
main mission of higher education institutions are
serving society by means of carrying out educational,
practical and research activities, participating in the
sustainable growth and bettering the quality of life,
supplying skilful, responsible and qualified students
and offering life long learning opportunities.

ear President of Turkey, Dear Guests,

Who can foretell at a glance what the world in the
years 2010-2020 will be like in this age of racing
progress in information and technology? We are
witnessing the change of an era:

When three different structures are analysed, it is
seen that in the United States, the university is an
institution that embodies undergraduate and graduate
courses. Graduate courses, which are comprised of
scientific research that are carried out by graduate
and postgraduate students who are for the most part
research assistants, and teaching staff, consist of the
core and financial support of universities.

A REVOLUTION IN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY.
It is hard to foresee the dimensions to be reached by
science and genetic technologies. According to social
sciences, two processes have been determined as
serious changes:
a) Use of the soil: agricultural production and the
shift to settled communities.

environment, culture, works of art, conservation and
principles of sustainable development.

b) Industrial production: searching for new
management methods, the process of
urbanization.

Yet, to what extend, for which purposes, and for whose
sake humanity will use information and technology is
another important problem. Information and technology
should be open to everyone’s use.

We are facing a third process as we enter the 21st
century. In future categorizations, “informatics” will
be referred to as the new dimension of the scene of
technological revolution. The dispersion of information
and information based innovation do not increase
arithmetically within a few years. The square of one
piece of information is as great as its cube, and
information is spent quickly.
Universities, with their academics, are institutions
which turn information and technology into social
benefit. In the 21st century, universities will illuminate
the society not only by means of information and
technology, but also via law, common heritage,

The European Union has determined its objectives for
2010 with the decrees of Lisbon 2000, Stockholm
2001, and Barcelona 2002. European universities have
declared their plans for university reform and their
objectives with the Bologna Declaration of 1999.
The “European Common Research Field” is being
established on the basis of structuring research
universities. According to this view, the question
whether the university corresponds to education or
research is answered as a hypothesis that research is
an important part of higher education. Universityquality, university-productivity and proliferation,
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Each institution of higher education in the United States
is not a university: in the United States, the criteria
regarding the recruitment and advancement of the
teaching staff depend on the research skills that can
be determined by publications and references, rather
than the teaching skills that are impossible to evaluate
objectively.

implementing measures to establish an integrated and
competitive European Higher Education Field and
European Research Field up to the year 2010 and they
also base their definition of the university on similar
principles.
In our country, the definition of the university is stated
in the Law of Higher Education as “an institution of
higher education which carries out independent and
advanced public education and training, scientific
research, publication and consultation, and is comprised
of faculties, institutes, academies, and similar units.”
In our country, because of the great demand facing
them, the primary task of universities is inevitably
training. The society also perceives universities as
institutions that train individuals to acquire positions,
and serve the society with its units.
In the last few years our universities have taken
measures for increasing quality in all their activities,
primarily in research and training functions. The
Regulation of the Examination for Assistant
Professorship, the Regulation of Academic Evaluation
and Quality Control, advancement and recruitment
principles and criteria belonging to each university’s
conventions which protect a certain standard,
performance prizes for research and publication are
important developments.

The reason for this principle is the thought that only
active and creative minds can produce science and
transmit actual and important information to the
students. It is impossible to give tenure to the teaching
staff without important publications and references.
The payments of the teaching staff should be
determined with regards to the research performances,
publications and references.

In the last few years, technology, globalization and
competition, what is referred to as “the unholy trinity”
in the international community, are three powers or
winds of change and have shook the foundations of
higher education by rejecting national borders and
questioning our traditions. These three powers are
reshaping higher education interactively, silently and
systematically. Technology increases competition,
provides grounds for globalization, and globalization
similarly reinforces competition. Without referring to
two of these three effects, it is impossible to talk about
any one of them.

The European Union nations, which are rapidly and
meticulously reconsidering higher education and
research activities in order to reach the level of
competition with the United States and Japan, are

Technology is the strongest influence that changes
higher education. We are experiencing the first steps
of global changes and one can feel that these effects
are permanent. Technology has showed its most
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dramatic impact by enabling informal education, offering
the students a more flexible field, and invalidating
time as a limitation for learning. Today, in the United
States, over 2000 institutions of higher education offer
online courses and %40 of undergraduate students in
the U.S. are over 25 years old. The students’ online
registration to courses in their preferred universities
had dramatic effects on the competition regarding
students and resources among higher education
institutions.

Another important effect of technology is that it
reshapes teaching and pedagogy. Although enriching
the skills and methods of teaching with technology is
lately emerging and developing, many of the teaching
staff give access to the course materials on the World
Wide Web, and practice active teaching in the class
and group-teaching outside the class.
Technology has required structural changes in higher
education institutions, and unique decision making
and resource utilising strategies to be developed.

Globalization is a term that has many connotations
and increasing negative implications. For some, it is
the natural definition of the inevitable reality that
represents the invalidation of the global borders of
ideas, capital, individuals and products. For others, it
is the hegemony of the capitalist system, the dominance
of the rich countries over the poor ones, and the
disappearance of national identity and culture. A
comparable discontent also shows itself in higher
education. For some people, the increasingly widespread
education in the English language is a threat.
The most important effect of globalization is inciting
international competition. As a result of international
competition, the threat that a higher education scene
dominated by “trademark” higher education institutions
reveals itself. Uncompetitive institutions will be doomed
to carry on their activities locally.

Higher education institutions, today, do not reflect
themselves only as the producers of thought and
information, and they have to compete on the national
and international level for better students, more skilful
personnel, more qualified academics, richer resources
and more renowned prestige or reputation. The aim
of the Bologna Declaration is making European
universities more attractive for students and academics
worldwide, and enabling them to compete. Within the
scope of the continuing European Higher Education
Field efforts, significant revisions in academic
programmes are actualized, a structure that will meet
the needs of society, the sector, the students and the

30 May 2003

academic staff is planned. New structures and
management methods should be developed for the
aims of competition, enriching resources for higher
education, and attracting the most skilful academics
and students.

When the demand for change and innovation required
by the age of information and technology is concerned,
our national universities should recognize the situation,
determine and define their academic mission and
objectives clearly in order to carry out education and
research activities successfully. Academics should
participate in the university mission as a group, and
work together harmoniously to reach the objectives.
Undefined and nebulous missions and objectives and
the lack of harmony and coordination among academics
affect education negatively. In the process of determining
missions and objectives, the university’s international
prestige and competitive ability is of primary importance,
and local, regional and national needs should be taken
into consideration.

One of the most significant quality and difference in
university education is that the trainers are academics
who have been educated in the university. Academics
are not teachers who transfer external information to
groups of students. Academics are students who are
attracted to learning and science, they are perpetual
students. They produce new information with graduate
students who will replace today’s academics, and
transfer the latest information to students from all
levels. Research activities that constitute the core of
producing information are the crucial element of
updating the academics and university education.
Without new ideas, enthusiasm and interaction in
research, one cannot talk about university education.
Therefore, universities should be institutions that above
all use information, do research and produce
information. Researching, active, enthusiastic, critical
and modern scientists who play the leading role in
producing information are better tutors. It is crucial
for undergraduate students to attend the courses of
scientists with these qualities, and to interact and
develop intellectually. The number and quality of
research activities and information production in a
university, a faculty or a department, the frequency
and homogeny among academics are the basic and
crucial factors that affect the quality of education
programmes. Only a strong graduate programme can
provide for the education of active, innovative,
researching, creative and capable academics.
Universities should endeavour to secure and increase
the quality of their graduate programmes. A programme
which is carried out by a department that has a limited
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or small number of academics, research facilities and
universal production of information cannot be expected
to emanate the enthusiasm and joy of learning.
Today, the most significant handicap of our universities
is that they increase their staff through inbreeding,
by advancing their postgraduate students to academic
positions. This method cannot go beyond producing
copies of the academics, a dearth of new ideas and
variety, and the resulting stagnation. It is of primary
importance that postgraduate candidates start their
academic positions in different universities, gain their
self-confidence and thus provide inter-institutional
blood transfusion.
In the planning of education programmes, it is important
to consider the needs of the related sector and fields
of recruitment, in terms of the education’s success
and support for the university. The different needs
and skills demanded from the graduates should be
taken into consideration for the students to have a
prestigious and accredited education and diplomas in
developed countries, and the graduates to obtain the
right to work there. Planning in terms of the sectors
that have been left behind by developed countries and
that have not been producing technology causes both
stagnation and dependence in universities and our
country.
It is not desirable for higher education institutions to
be institutionally or nationally introverted in the global
world of education, like in every area. A higher education
institution that has the objective to reach an
international status should be apt to meet regional
and global demands as well as national ones. The first
requirement for an international status is the existence
of flexible programmes that are carried out in an
international language (inevitably English) and organized
on the base of accumulating credits, and of linguistically
capable academics. It is absolutely crucial for the
success of their programmes to be updated with the
resulting information, and secured with global attention
and an objective, reliable, transparent and global
accreditation system. It is useful for our universities
to take an active part in international student and
academics exchange programmes and gain international
status for becoming updated and being developed.

should be of primary importance. The lack of worldwide
information network sweeps the chance of carrying
out research and information producing activities and
an updated education. Studies necessary to benefit
from research and education activities that technology
makes possible and establish a structure accordingly
should be carried out and resulted. Our universities
should make use of the internet and information
technologies to support education in the classroom
and online as well as life-long learning activities.
Our universities should establish a self-reflective
mechanism to evaluate their departments’ education
and research performances reliably, transparently and
logically. A self-reflective and evaluative mechanism
is useful and necessary to determine the developments’
levels and performances aptly, distribute the funds
appropriately and justly, reach the objectives of
advancement, and securing and increasing quality in
every area. Our universities should increase and soon
actualize their efforts to obtain the status of
internationally prestigious accredited institutions.
The first and basic requirement for our universities to
be able to compete internationally is that high-level
research activities should be research-based.
Establishing cooperation in international platforms and
carrying out projects are inescapable for universities
to obtain an international status and prestige. Holding
these activities is a crucial factor for providing for
qualified academics and acquiring new resources in
the university.
Our universities should develop active strategies and
management mechanisms to realise the mission they
bear, reach their objectives, establish national and
international cooperation, carry out projects and create
resources.

Today, it is unacceptable for a university graduate to
be incapable of using information and information
tools. It is an obligation to acquire the skill to use
information, information tools and information
technologies, regardless of which profession the
education embodies. An infrastructure of reaching and
managing information, for instance library services,
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ear Rector, Dear Guests,

I congratulate the 550 th anniversary of Istanbul
University on behalf of myself and my university. I
would like to express my gratitude for the opportunity
to make a speech here in this significant day. I am
not a graduate of this university, but I have been
educated by professors who were graduates of Istanbul
University. I thank and extend my gratitude to Istanbul
University and its staff before Prof. Dr. Kemal
Alemdaroðlu.

Since humanism and rationalism provided grounds for
scientific revolution and new sciences, written dogmatic
texts that were dictated have been replaced by reflection
and reasoning.

The perspective determined by the founders of Harvard
University that takes “avoiding ignorance and increasing
welfare through developing education” as its maxim
has become the subtext of big enterprises in our age.
The universities whose ideas of scientific independence
and invalidation of life-long control had been separated
have been structurally subverted. Universities which
had been previously dominated by the science elite
have resulted in “education factories”. Nowadays
science has become expensive, and turned into a
relatively global, competitive and rapid activity. Shortly,
universities are more than a simple structure of a
lecturer-student group.
Universities have become the core of information
economy, an information factory and strong enterprises.
In developed countries, the approach towards
universities has changed to the extend that, the
obligation for higher payments for senior researches
and the participation to the given service by the ones
who receive it have been for the most part accepted.
In this way, it is thought that people would make more

role in history not only with information and technology,
but also with harsh and unmerciful global competition.
Competition will be the nightmare for the business
world, as well as for all social institutions. For example,
the number of universities in Istanbul has increased
to up to thirty. The number of foundation universities
is twice the number of state universities in the same
city. There will inevitably be a competition among
these universities.
Universities will compete not only among themselves,
but also with private research institutions and the
research and development units of big enterprises. For
example, a significant number of research on information
technology and biotechnology that have defined the
age have been practiced in the institutions independent
from the universities, because, in today’s competitive
conditions, companies do not tolerate hesitating or
sharing the information produced with their rivals.
The University is a structure that produces, creates
and disseminates what is universal. It is the awareness
that science is used for the sake of human good. It is
the institution in which freedom of thought is grounded.
Without freedom of thought, science and creativity
are impossible.

Heading for the 21 st century, we have witnessed
devastating change in universities. Although universities
are sometimes closed down, it is evident that the
number of universities constantly increases.

Experience, information and knowledge have turned
into the resource of rational and critical new information
through observation and experiment.

U n i v e r s i t y

rational preferences, and quality would increase through
competition.
Like in the previous centuries, the universities of the
21st century will surely secure their importance and
reputation in society. Yet, at this point, it is hard to
accentuate how it will be shaped. The developments
in information and technology in the last ten years are
much more than the distance made throughout the
past centuries. These rapid developments have caused
the disappearance of many inadaptable institutions,
while universities have stabilized their importance in
society. For information and technology that have
defined the age are to a great extend produced in
universities. The 21st century has increased the social
importance of higher education, while introducing
challenges. With globalization, radical changes which
are hard to adapt to in every field, from economic
perspectives to military strategies, communication and
public opinion to local governments have emerged. Of
course, universities will be taking part in these changes.
It is widely known that in some universities throughout
the world, many departments have been closed down,
and many more have been revised to adapt to changes.
The news in a paper (if it is correct) is a warning sign.
The two-hundred-year old Humboldt University of
Germany is closing down because it could not adapt
to the conditions of the age. Universities should take
note of this situation. The 21st century will be taking
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The University should take creating opportunities for
people to recognize themselves and the world and
provide happiness and welfare through science and
reason, as a rule. It should create methods of science
and technology without violating mankind and the
riches of the world. For this, it should depend on the
philosophy of science, philosophy, social sciences and
art. It should be an institution that serves for the
continuity of society and mankind in their best condition.
The University of the 21st century should serve for the
integrity of mankind, and a just and humane life with
its institutions.
The University of the 21st century should establish an
infrastructure open to development. Today, we are
experiencing times when fields of science are narrowing
down and sub-branches are multiplying. Another
necessity related to this fact arises. Strong structures
that will offer interdisciplinary cooperation should be
established, when it is considered that disciplines have
a common objective rather than being individual fields,
and that it is necessary to offer interdisciplinary
communication, flow of information and group work
to branches of science.
In this century, students would demand a more qualified
higher education. This will increase the expenses for
university education. Competition and the increase in
education expenses will intensify the problem of
resources in universities. Finding resources, using
them efficiently, transforming the used resources
quickly into economic income, and thus regaining them
will be of primary importance. University resources
should be varied. Therefore, universities will differentiate
and expertise in the 21st century. Some universities
will compete in the world market, some will act
regionally. Universities will withdraw from the obligation
of providing education in every discipline. High-level
research universities with their competing students

and academics, as well as education-based universities
will exist together. Universities which predetermine
their qualities will have the right to choose appropriate
students.
The higher education of the 21st century will be that
which is focused on the student and encourages
students’ active participation.
Students will surely participate in the management in
what they are informed and capable of, especially in
the organization of cultural activities. Universities
should also be the media in which the skills and abilities
of respecting different ideas, learning the mechanisms
of election, and using their financial share appropriately
are acquired. The students will, to a great extend,
learn that the right to speak is primary to the right to
vote, and that they need to be informed to have the
right to speak, through the responsibilities they will
take in the university. What they produce will be much
more qualified with international student exchange
programmes. In this way, active and reliable individuals
who can think, recognize the problem and find solutions
can be educated.
Distance learning which is realized via technological
means without ever coming face to face with the
lecturer will find itself a larger ground for application
in the 21st century. The great commercial potential
that virtual distance learning offers is beginning to
make this area an investment for telecommunication,
computing, visual and written media and publishing.
In addition, it would not be realistic to say that an
entirely virtual education depending on
telecommunication technologies will replace organized
higher education systems.
The aim of science is reasoning, the aim of technology
is making, and the aim of industry is producing the
material commercially, selling it and making profit out
of it. The function of higher education institutions in
scientific and technological R&D systems and their
places in the national economy as a production factor
have become in itself a scientific research expertise.
In the 21st century, cooperation among universities,
research institutes, public and industrial establishments
and small and medium-sized industrial organizations
will increase, international resources to finance the
education of researchers and R&D activities and strategic
partnership will be found.
In the large scale from pre-undergraduate level up to
postgraduate education, universities which combine
highest technologies with organized education, conducts
both basic scientific research for the education of
adults and technological research, transforming the
obtained results to commercial practice, and giving
various services for society and its civil servants will
be qualified as “multiversity”. The output of the higher
education system and the most important input of the
national economy are among the most significant
factors that determine the countries’ ability to compete.
Therefore, universities in the countries where science
and reason come forth will be evaluated in terms of
socio-economical policies in the 21 s t century.
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Istanbul University Main Entrance, North Side
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Istanbul University Prof. Dr. Cemil Bilsel Conference Hall

Ahmet Necdet Sezer, President of Turkish Republic is making his opening speech in Prof. Dr. Cemil Bilsel Conference Hall
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The Turkish National Anthem, Mimar Sinan University State
Conservatory Students

Istanbul University Prof. Dr. Cemil Bilsel Conference Hall
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Ahmet Necdet Sezer, President of the Turkish Republic, visiting Istanbul University

Ahmet Necdet Sezer, President of the Turkish Republic, visiting Istanbul University, Centre of Science and Art

Istanbul University, Prof. Dr. Cemil Bilsel Conference Hall

Ahmet Necdet Sezer, President of the Turkish Republic, signing
the Book of Reminiscenses

Ahmet Necdet Sezer, President of the Turkish Republic, signing the Book
of Reminicenses in the art gallery of Istanbul University, Centre of Science
and Art

Istanbul University Science and Art Center,
Prof. Dr. Nur Serter, Istanbul University
Deputy to the President, Prof. Dr. Kemal
Alemdaroðlu, President of Istanbul University,
Ahmet Necdet Sezer, President of Turkish
Republic (from left to right)

Ahmet Necdet Sezer, President of the Turkish Republic, in the art
gallery of Istanbul University, Centre of Science and Art
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Prof. Dr. Kemal Gürüz, President of Council of Highe r Education, Süleyman Demirel, 9th President of Turkish Republic, Prof. Dr. Kemal
Alemdaroðlu, President of Istanbul University (from left to right)
Prof. Dr. Ýhsan Doðramacý, the Founding President of the Council of HÝgher Education, and his wife

Derviþ Eroðlu, Prime Minister of Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus
The 9th President of Turkish Republic,
Süleyman Demirel
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31 May 2003, Istanbul University Center for Science and Arts Center Garden with pool

(First row) Prof. Dr. Mati Heidmets, President of Talin Pedagogy University, Prof. Dr. Boyan Bilotchev, President of Sofia
University, Prof. Dr. Gustaf Lindencrona, President of Stockholm Universiy, Prof. Dr. Tassilo Küpper, President of Cologne
University, Eþengül Boljureva, Kyrgyzstan Minister of Public Education, Prof. Dr. Klaus Borchard, President of Bonn University,
(Second row) Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Uwe Friedrich, President of Hildesheim University, Prof. Dr. Ali Abbasov, President of Azerbaijan
University, Prof. Dr. Seyfullah Çevik, Deputy to President of Turkish-Manas University, Prof. Dr. Herbert Hager, President of Bodenkultur
Universiy, (Third row) Prof. Dr. Brigitte Winklehner, Deputy to President of Salzburg University

30 May 2003, Istanbul University Grande Hall

30 May 2003, Istanbul University Entrance to Grande Hall

30 May 2003, Istanbul Universiy Ord. Prof. Dr. Cemil Bilsel Conference Hall, Symposium
about “University in the 21st Century”
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30 May 2003, Istanbul University Grande Hall, Lunch

31 May 2003, Prof. Dr. Nur Serter, Assistant to President of Istanbul
University, Prof. Dr. Kemal Alemdaroðlu, President of Istanbul
University, Prof. Dr. Sýddýk Yarman, President of Isýk University,
Prof.Dr.Taylan Akkayan, Assistant to President of Istanbul University
(from left to right)
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Istanbul University Center for Science and Arts, Opening Ceremony Facilities
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Istanbul University 550th Anniversary
Souvenir Coin
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Activities of Faculties and
Institutions
• Istanbul University Faculty of Science

Faculties:

• The Opening Ceremony of Senior Prof Andre
Naville Classrom (5 June 2003)

• Istanbul University Faculty of Medicine
• International Transplantation Symposium
“Advances in Organ Transplantation”
(2-5 July 2003)

• The Journal of the Turkish Language and Literature
published in Istanbul University Faculty of Letters
as the “Memoires Issue.”

• “International Fishing and Zoology Symposium”
in Commemoration of Senior Prof Kurt Kosswig’s
100th Death Anniversary (24-26 October 2003)

• Symposium: “Istanbul University in the 550th
Anniversary of Its Foundation and European
Universities” held within the programme of the
16th Congress of the Istanbul Faculty of Medicine
(29 may-3 June 2003)

• The Historical Bibliography of Late Byzantium
1261-1453

• A Ceremony held on giving the name of Senior
Prof Alfred Heilbronn to Ýstanbul University
Botanical Garden 812 December 2003)

• “The 18th International Students’ Congress of
Medical Sciences” (8-11 May)

• Istanbul University Faculty of Law
• Panel: “What is and What Should Be in the Penalty
and Penalty Procedural Law of the Turkish
Republic” (8 October 2003)
• Panel: “Current Problems of the European Law
Within the Context of the 550th Anniversary of
the Foundation of Istanbul University”
(10 October 2003)

• Istanbul University Faculty of Letters

• Istanbul University Faculty of Letters, Collection
of Painting, Bust, Relief, Fotography.
th

• Panel: “The 80 Anniversary of The Republic”
(30 October 2003)
• The Section and Exhibition of Books on Atatürk
(30 October 2003)
• Photograph Exhibition on Atatürk
(10 November 2003)

• A Seminar of History Research Centre
(16-17 December 2003)

• Meeting of the Turkish and Azerbaijani Sociologists
(25-26 December 2003)

• Istanbul University Faculty of Forestry

• Istanbul University Faculty of Pharmacology

• “Sýrrý Erinç Symposium” (11-13 September 2003)

• An Exhibition on Graduate Theses of the Faculty
of Letters “From Darülfünun To University”
(18 November-30 November 2003)
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• “The Fifth Symposium of Development in
Dermatology” (14-17 May 2003)
• Symposium: “Sports in the Disabled People”
(29 May 2003)
• “The Days of Prof. Dr. Ýsmet Çetinyalçýn VI”
(13 June 2003)

• Istanbul University Faculty of Political Sciences

• Istanbul University Faculty of Veterinary
Medicine

• “5th International Veterinary Medicine Students’
Scientific Research Congress” (8-10 May 2003)

• Istanbul University Faculty of Engineering

• A Photograph Exhibition on “Mustafa Kemal’s
Turkey” (5 December 2003)

• A meeting on “Our Language and Literature on
80th Anniversary of Turkish Republic”
(11 December 2003)

• “The Reflections of The Conquest upon Literature”
(22 October 2003)

• 3000 pages of digital document-information
based on the Ottoman archives about the history
of Istanbul were prepared in relation with 550th
Celebration Activities.

• 31st International Forestry Student Symposium
(1-15 September 2003)

• Opening of the Laboratory of The Department of
Maintenance and Repair of Movable Cultural
Assets (4 July 2003)

Medicine

• Panel: “E-State” (15 October 2003)

• Istanbul University Faculty of Economy

• A Panel on Atatürk’s 65th Death Anniversary
(14 November 2003)

• Book Exhibition on Atatürk (5 December 2003)

• Istanbul University Cerrahpaþa Faculty of

• A meeting and Exhibition on the “History of
Pharmacology from the Ottomans to the present”
(7 October 2003)
• A Panel on “Drug From the Perspective of EHealth and Communication Technologies” (21
October 2003)
• Exhibition: Natural Plants of Istanbul (21 May
2003)
• Paper and poster presentation within the
framework of student’s activities on 8-9 October
2003

• 17th National Chemistry Congress
(8-11 September 2003)
• Conference: “The Marbles of Turkey and Research
Methods” (5 November 2003)
• Conference: “Approaches in Planning and
Projecting in Geology” (19 November 2003)
• Conference: “Medical Geology”
(5 November 2003)
• Seminar: “What should be the Priorities and
Aims in the Choice of Occupation”
(22 October 2003)
• Seminar: “Working Machines”
(5 November 2003)
• Seminar: “Sustainable Development and Mining”
(17 December 2003)
• Seminar: “The Mechanisation in Çayýrhan Lignite”
(24 December 2003)
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• Conference: “The 50th Year of Education and
Öðretim of Geophysics Engineering in Turkey”
(5 December 2003)
rd

• Conference: 3 International “Earth Sciences
and Electronics” (23-24 October 2003)

Training Schools
• Istanbul University Florence Nightingale Nursing
Training School

• Flag Ceremony (28 October 2003)

• Istanbul University Faculty of Aquatic Sciences

• The organization of Student Research Project
Competition and presenting the prizes
(16 May 2003)

• “Prof. Kurt Kosswig Symposium” executed jointly
with the Faculty of Science
(25 - 27 October 2003)

• Panels on “Nursing from Past to Present” and
“Nursing Trainig in the 21st century”
(12-18 May 2003)

• Turkish Folk Music Concert (29 October 2003)

• Istanbul University Faculty of Communications

• 2nd International 9th National Nursing Congress
(7-11 September 2003)

• 550th Anniversary Special Edition of “4. Boyut”
Review
• 550th Anniversary Special Edition of “Ýletim
Gazetesi”
• 550th Anniversary posters, bilboards and
catalogues

• Istanbul University Faculty of Divinity
• Symposium on “The Conquest of Istanbul and
Religious Education from the Darülfünun upto
now” (24 December 2003)

• Istanbul University Hasan Ali Yücel Teacher
Training Faculty

• Panel: “Training Teachers of Turkish Language”
(5 December 2003)
• Panel: “Education in Istanbul from 1453 upto
now” (1 December 2004)
• Conferance: “The Use of Information Technologies
in Education” (30 October 2003)
• Seminar: “Education of Foreign Languages in the
21st century” (19 December 2003)

• Health Training Programmes of the Departments
of Public Health Nursing, Childbirth and
Gynaecological Nursing, and Psyciatrical Nursing.
(17 April – 16 May 2003)

• Istanbul University State Conservatory
• I. U. State Conservatory Ballet Show
(19 May 2003)
• Concert- Turkish Music- Turkish Folk MusicOrchestra- Ballet (28 May 2003)
• I. U. State Conservatory Students’ Symphony
Orchestra (30 May 2003) Music Concert (The
Students of I.U. State Conservatory)
(30 May 2003)
• Concert- Turkish Music- Orchestra- Ballet-Sufi
(31 may 2003) I. U. State Concer Demonstration
“From Darul Elhan to 2003” (31 May 2003)
• “The Oratorio of Ataturk and National Struggle”
(24 July 2003)
• Turkish Music Concert (3 October 2003)
• Orchestra Concert (27 October 2003)
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• The Republic Ball-Turkish Music Concert

• Commemorating Ataturk- Turkish Music Concert
(10 November 2003)
• The Oratorio of Ataturk and National Struggle
(10 November 2003)
• The Oratorio of Ataturk and National Struggle
(The Students of Department of Theatre)
(12 November 2003)
• Trombone Quintet Concert (11 December 2003)

• I.U. School of Physical Therapy and
Rehabilitation

• A Panel on “Importance of Physiotherapy and
its Place in the World” (3 October 2003)
• A Course on “Physiotherapy over People Having
Problems in Communication and Difficulties
throughout Rehabilitation and Suggestions for
Solution” (20 November 2003)
• A Professional Education Meeting on “Respiration
and the Tools for Helping to Cough” (Bibap and
Cough Machine) (10 December 2003)

• I. U. Faculty of Forestry- College of Forestry
• “31 s t International Students of Forestry
Symposium” with Faculty of Forestry (1-15
September 2003)
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